Mines Regulation Bill.

Legislative Dssembly,
Tuesday, 28tk Noveniber, 1899,

Registration of Firms Bill, fArgt rending--Question.
Tenchers' Salnries, Public Schools—Metropolitan
Wuterworks Act Amendment Bill, first reading-—
Mines Regulation Amendment Bill, third reading- -
Lond Act Amendment Bill {Mining), in Committee,
uew clause, etc.: reported—TLosn Bill, second vend-
ing, debaic concluded, Division—Adjowrnment.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30

o'clock, p.m.

PrayEers.

REGISTRATION OF FIRMS BILIL.

Tntroduced by the ArrorNEY GENERAL
(without notice}, and read a first time.

QUESTION—TEACHERS SALARIES N
PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Mr. ROBSON asked the Premier: 1,
How many head teachers received £280
for females and £400 for males, the maxi-
mum salary laid down in the Regulations.
z, How many assistant teachers received
the maximum salary of £200, and how
many received within £50 of this amount.
3, How many head teachers there were
in the colony, and how many received
within half of the maximum of £400. 4,
‘What was the reason for the appavent
disproportion hetween the regulation
salaries and those actually paid.

Tur PREMIER replied:—s, None;
z, (&) One; (b) eleven assistants receive

£150 and over; 3, (a) There arc 196

teachers in charge of schools, of whom

58 have oue or more assistants; () 33 -

of these teachers in charge of schools are
in receipt of £200 and over; 4, The
salaries actually paid are in accordance
with regulations, but seeing that the
uew scale was only introduced this year,
and the salaries which had previously
been paid were taken as the basis for the
new scale, and the increments were to be
£10 annually, it is obvious that the
maximum could not as yet be reached.

METROPOLITAN WATERWORKS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
Introduced by the Premier, and read
a first time.

MINES REGULATION AMENDMENT
BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to .

the Legislative Council,
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1 LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL (Mixing).
IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration resumed from 22nd
November, at new clause moved by the
Premier: * Leases and other holdings
granted within timber leases to be subject
to rights of timber lessces; amendment
of Section 124 of the principal Act.”

Turx PREMIER: The new clouge
which he had moved on the last oceasion
covered the whole ground, as far us
appeared to be reasonably necessary.
Every timber lease already in existence
would be subject to the provisions of any
Acts refating to mining for gold or other
minerals, so far as those Acts creatfed
rights which might be cxercised over
Crown lands; and the clause provided
that every lease granted or clain acquired
under any such Acts, and comprised
within the area of a timber lease, should
be subject to the right of the proprietor
of the timber lease to cut and carry away
timber, and (with the approval of the
Minister of Mines) to make roads, tram-
ways, and so on. The intention of the
clause was that a person taking up land
for mining within a timber lease should
not have a right to molest the timber
lessee ; also that the holder of a mining

+ lease within that avea should have the
| right to take timber, but only on prepay-

ment to the lessee of the fair value, and
this should not confer the right of
stripping bark on the land. The arrange-
ment was w fair one, because if the
gold-mining lessee or c¢laimholder could
only take timber with the permission
of the timber lesses, the latter might
refuse his consent, and thus paralyse
gold-mining in the district. As to the
provision that the gold-mining lessee or
claimholder should not have the right to
strip bark, it was known a great quantity
of timber was spoilt by the practice of
stripping, which should certainly not be
allowed on land leased for timber pur-
poses. Then, circumstances might arise
under which the timber lessee required
to #ross a gold-mining lease with a tram-
way, railway, or road; and to meet such
a case, the clause provided that the
timber lessee should do so only with the
permisgion of the Minister of Mines. It
would not be right.to putthe gold-mining
' lessee absolutely under the foot of the
timber lessee; and where there was a
diversity of interests, the right of cross-
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ing a lease or claim must be exercised
in such a way as to meet with the
approval of the Minister, This was
a compromise which might well be
accepted, because the object in view was
not to place either the timber lessee or
the gold-mining lessee in a disadvant-
ageous position in regard to the other,
but to put both on the same footing, in
order that they might be likely to agree
and to work amicably together.

Me. WILSON : The clause as amended
pretty well fitted both the roining lease-
holder and the timber lessee, but he did
not see why the latter should not, with-
out the sanction of the Minister, have the
right of crossing over 4 mining lense. It
would be a great injustice to the timber
lessee to be blocked from construeting
railways or other means of transit across
& mining lease, so as to get timber from
an area of country at the other side. The
timber lessee, in nine cases out of ten,
would probably have no choice but to
follow the contour of the country, unable
to deviate a chain one way or the other;
and if the mining lessee sank his shaft
or erected buildings just on the spot
required for a rallway, the timber lessee
might be prevented utilising 20,000 or

30,000 ucres of timber land. It would be -

better if the Premier adopted the sugges-
tion sef forth in the amendment of which
he (Mr. Wilson) had given notice, giving
the timber lessee the right to construct
and maintain railways, tramways, or roads
on any portion of the land, but not so as
to damage or interfere with any workings,
buildinge, or other erections by the min-
ing lessee,

gettle disputes.

Me. WILSON: The Minister could
not run all over the country-side arranging
matters of this kind.

Tur PrEMiER : It was improbable dis-
putes would occur.

Mg. WILSON: But probably the
timber lessee might for years have paid
for the land in dispute, and it was not
fair to prevent his constimeting means of
transit for timber.

TuE Peemier: If the land were taken
away from the timber lessee, the rent
would be returned.

Mr. GEORGE: As a rule, searching
for gold was carried on in or about gullies,
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where the best of jarrah was generally
found. It was the practice on timber
stations not to run railways according to
the rules of the Government department,
but according to experience, which taught
where the most timber could be got at the
least cost; and most of the timber station
ratlways were run on sidling ground, the
track being made on the face of the gully
and the excavated earth used for making
a bank. Tt should be remembered there
were other industries besides that of gold-
mining ; and to sink shafts, probably in
the very gullies and over the course a
railway might have to follow, would not
only be u hindrance to the timber getter,
and a probable means of curtailing
employment, but a source of danger,
because to carry heavy traffic over made
ground, unless there was a thoroughly
solid fouudation, was a very risky pro-
ceeding, especially in sidling country, such
as most timber country was. Those con-
nected with timber stations had not had
too Tosy a fime in the last twelve months,
and were not likely to experience any
improvement yet awhile. One large
company had already ceased operations,
and others might have to do so, and he
appealed to the Minister not to throw
obstacles in the way of a struggling in-
dustry.

Mge. A. Foreest: A few gold mines
would not hurt the property.

Mr. GEORGE: Quite so; always
provided the mines did not interfere with
railway construction. In his experience
at Jarradale, he had known a railway to
have to be deviated at a cost of £1,500 or

. £2,000 because a small piece of ground,
Tee PrEmier: 1t would give more .
satisfaction to have some authority to

half the size of the floor of this House,
was the private property of u person who
would not give it up.

Tee Premier: But the new clause’
gave power to coustruct railways with
the approval of the Minister.

Mr. GEORGE: The approval of the
Minister did not, he submitted with all
respect, convey any sense of security to
the bulk of the people of the colony.
At the present prices obtained for timber,
it was a toss-up with a number of timber
companies whether they stopped buosiness
or not; and if they did stop, it meant
incalculable loss and misery to the men
now working on the stations.

Tue PREMIER: The Government
had given a great dewl of abtention to
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could in order to do what was right
between the two interests,
of both parties were, however, somewhat
the same, and he did not suppose differ-
ence of opinion would arise as to crossing
mining leases ; but if there did, the Min-
ister would be called on to decide.
would remind the memmber for the Murray
(Mr. George) that the land at Jarrah-
dale to which he had referred was free-
hold, and did not come within the
jurisdiction of any Minister.

M=z. GeoreE: The difficulties would be
the same, whether lands were leasehold
or freehold.

Tae PREMIER: But under the pro-
posed clause there would be an authority
to decide disputes, and the Minister
might be depended on to act equitably
between the parties. The member for
the Canning (Mr. Wilson) might reason-
ably accept the new clause, because to try
to meet the difficulty in any other way
would only encourage disagreement.

Tuz MINISTER OF MINES: This
Bill would wake a great concession to
timber lessees, as compared with the Act
of 1895. Before the passing of the
Mining Act of last year the miner had a
right to go on a timber lease and take up
a mining lease as if it were Crown land,
also to use the timber for his own benefit.
But at that period no gold-wine had
been digcovered on any land let under a
license for saw-milling purposes; but
that state of things having now changed,
this Bill provided for mining on timber
leases under conditions which had lately
arigen, and the provigions were of such a
nature that no difficulty was likely to
arise under this clause.

New clause put and passed.

Mr. WILSON moved, as an amend-
ment to the claunse, that the following be
added as a sub-clause:

(2.) No such claim shall be acquired and no
such lease shall be granted of any land, within
50ft of the surface, which is occupied as a
saw-milling station site, not exceeding an area
of acres, or upon which a railway or tram-
way or any other improvements or buildings
have been constructed by the lessee of the
timber lease, or within one chain of any such
railway, tramway, or other improvement, or
within five chains of any building.

By leaving blank the number of acres

figures could be filled in afterwards.
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Amendment put and passed, and the

" sub-clause added.

The interests -

He

Mzr. WILSON, in order to fill in ¢he
blank, moved that the area of a saw-
milling station be 640 acres. Anarea of 40
acres, as suggested by the Premier, would
be of no use for this purpose, because a
timber station extended very often a mile,
and to make it less than a mile would be
ingonvenient. The Canning mill station,
for instance, occupied an area of at least
a mile in length, the width varying from
30 to 40 chains. A square mile would be
a fair area to reserve for this purpose,
whereas to make it less might result in
mining operations being carried on in
such a way as to interfere with the work-
ing of the mill.

Tue PrEM1ER : Say half-a-mile square.

Me. WILSON said he would agree to
320 acres.

Tue Premier: 160 acres would be

ample. A mill might be on auriferous
country.
Mr. WILSON: It could not be

desired that the working of a timber
license should be shut down without com-
pensation.

Me. MORAN: We mustnot sacrifice
the timber industry for something that
might take place, and the timber industry
should in this matter have the prior
consideration, because the gold-mining
industry had a vast exient of country in
which to operate without restriction, away
from timber leases.

Tae PREMIER: Wehad to legislate
for what might happen as well as for what
had happened. We lmew that timber
stationsusually did not occupyan immense
area, and the length was generally much
greater than the width. There should be
some limifation as to the shape of the
block, because to leave it open might cause
a timber lessee to measure the land in a
narrow strip, say a chain wide and per-
haps ten miles long, and that would
be undesivable in auriferous country. A
lessee might monopolise places to the
exelusion of mining, even if the timber
lessee did not want to use the ground
himself. He (the Premier) was willing
to agree to 160 acres, in the proportion of,
say, 60 to 30, or.anythiog reasonable,
This sub-clause referred only to a saw-mill

. site, and not to the whole area of working.
reserved for the site of a timber mill, the |

M=z. VOSPER : Give the timber lessee

., the area propused in the amendment,
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subject to the area being brought under |
the provisions of the Mining on Private '
Property Act. That wonld meet the case |
for both parties.

Tre Minister OF Mives: The Mining | ‘
on Private Property Act would have to be
altered, in order to meet that.

Mr. Vosper: That could easily be
done.

M. A. FORREST: If the Govern-
ment would agree to make the area mnot
more than 200 acres, the shape to be the
same as under the present land laws, the
length to be three times the breadth, that
would suit the case. There were many
loo -lines about & timber station, and a

cient aren should be allowed for
workmg the mill properly. Most of the
present timber mills were built on free-
hold land.

How. H. W. VENN: The Committee
counld not be too careful in dealing with
this question, seeing the development of
gold-mining in the Donnybrook district
right on timber leases. Serious difficul-
ties had occurred at Kalgoorlie, and one
such difficulty was causing trouble now
through want of foresight in legislating
as to the right of two parties claiming to
use the same land. The Donuybrook
goldfield was proclaimed oo land that had
been leased for saw-milling purposes, and
the difficulty to be provided against in
this clause had actually arisen.

TeE PREMIER : Were not the Donny-
brook mining claims on a timber lease
now ?

Tar Mixtgrer orF Miwes: Those
mining leases were applied for within the
area of a timber lease.

Tee PREMIER : Then a timber lessee
might block the Donnybrook miners by
marking out a mill site of 640 acres on
the auriferous area.

Mr. WiLson : That was not the reud-
ing of the amendment.

Tue PREMIER: *“ Which is accupied ”
meant land that might be occupied 1n the
future as well as now. TIi might be so
occupied or claimed to-morrow. The new (
clanse had been well drafted, and no |
specific area need be mentioned.

Ms. GEORGE : Some area should be .
specified. He would.not be inclined to
give as much as 200 aecres, because few
sawinill sites occupied anything like 50 -
acres of ground. From 60 to 100 acres
was as much as vould reasonmally be

[ASSEMBLY.}
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demanded. The difficulty was that o
timber lessee required a long area rather
than a broad one. The proportion of
three to one, suggested Ly the member
for West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest),
 might meet the case. If the timber
| ecompany were to get comnpensation, that
would be another matter; but if alluvial
gold were discovered on the site of a
mill or the company’s railway, what
compensation short of the price of the
buildings and plant would be sufficient ?
Pot-holes sunk near either structure
might undermine the foundations.

Mz, WILSON: It was useless for the
Premier to say that specific areas were
not required, The timber stations lad
such areas and must have them, and to
be deprived of them by miners would
mean the loss of thousands of pounds.
No timber lessee could, under this amend-
ment, drive out miners already in posses-
gion, for to do so the site must be already
occupied by the building or railway. It
would be impossible to carry on a timber
station withinan area of 30 chains by 10,
and station areas were not of uniform
dimensions. He was not wedded to 640
acres exactly, but demanded a reasonable
area so as not to interfere with millers.

Me. MORAN : The timher lessee should
not be harassed. If, in the future,
indications of gold were found on timber
stations, Parliament could at any time
make the provisions of the Mining on
Private Property Act apply there. Do
that when necessary, but not before,

Mg. VOSPER: The whole tendency
of this and shnilar legislation was
apparently to create trouble for the future,
and to make a quadruple title; for one
man might have the timber, another the
grags, and a third the gold, and a fourth
the water. *

Mge. MoRraN:
tries would be different.
be a quadruple title.

Me. WILSON altered his amendment
to read “ 320 acres.”

Tue PREMIER : One hundred and
sixty acres were ample, considering the
proviso that the miner could not come
within five chains of any building.
The hon. member’s main object was
good, to give the timber lessee Dletter
sectrity ; but surel y none could anticipate
the discovery of 1any goldfields on
timber leases, else the Committee would

Nevertheless the indus-
That would not
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make the regulations much wmore
stringent. He (the Premier) proposed
to add to the new clanse: “Any such
lease or claim may be resumed by the
Govermnent, on payment of compensation

to the lessee, to be determined by arbitra- -

tion.” On a small area of land, the
mining industry would be of far greater
importance than the timber industry,
and deserved more encouragement. An
area of 160 acres reserved for the timber
lessee would be about 60 chains by 26,
and surely that was large enough. He
moved, as an amendment on M.
Wilson's amendment, that “160" be
inserted before the word “‘acres,” in line
3 as printed.

_Amendment on amendment put and
passed.

Tae PREMIER further moved that in
line 3, after the word “ucres” the words
““ the length not to exceed three times the
breadth”” be inserted. The object of the
amendment was to prevent a lessee taking
up, say, a plece of land two miles long
by 10 chains wide, or it might be 20
miles long by a chain wide, and to confine
him to fixed boundaries as under the land
regulations, which had heen in the land
laws for years.

Mr. WILSON: A narrow piece of
land was no good for a timber lléssee to
put a statton eon, and the Premier was
drawing an extremes pictane when he
talked about an area 20 miles long by a
chain wide.

Tur PrEMIER: Then why this opposi-
tion to the amendment ?

Mz WILSON: Because of the irregular
matore of the country in which this
industry had to be established.

Further amendment (the Premier’s)
putand passed.

Tax PREMIER further moved thatat
the end of the sub-clause, the following
words be added : “ Providing that any
such saw-nulling timber site may be
resumed by the Government, on payment
of compensation to the lessee, to be deter-
mined by arbitration.”

Further amendment put and passed,
and the clause as amended agreed to.

New Clause:

Mr. WILSON moved that the follow-
ing new clause be added :

Any person who shall unlawfully fell, cut,

saw, aplit or bark any timber or tree growing
or felled upon any land comprised within the
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aren of any timber lease {whether or not such
area also included the area or portion of the
area in a gold-mining, minera), or pastoral
lease) shall, on conviction, pay a fine not exceed-
ing £100, and all such fines may be recovered
before a resident magistrate or any two justices
of the peace in petty scssions.

Power was being given to the miners to
peg out claims on forest land where the
timber had been reserved to the lessee,
who had paid for it; and asclaims might
be pegged out two or three miles away
from a timber lessee’s residence, 1t would
be impossible to protect the timber from
miners against whom, in the absence of
proof, proceedings could nct be taken.
But if 2 miner disobeyed the law in this
respect, why should there not be the same
penalty as was imposed if he similarly
disobeyed the law on Crown lands? The
new clause wus simply an additional pro-
tection to the timber lessee, who required
all the protection he could possibly get.

Brr J. G. Lee SrreEre: Would the
new clause affeet settlers, who, under
Section 119 of the Land Act, could by
permisston of the Commissioner of Lands,
cut timber for their own use,

Me. WILSON: The word
fully " protected the settlers.

Tae PREMIER : The penalty imposed
seemed to be very heavy, having regard
to the difference between the culting
of timber on private land and unlaw-
fully invading Crownu lands. Penalties
were always higher where the Crown was
affected, and to say that the miner who
cut down a sapling on a goldfield had to
be hauled before a migistrate and possibly
fined £100, seemed to be unreasenable,
The penalty of £100 imposed in counec-
tion with Crown lands, was supposed to
deter people cutting timber for sale and
otherwise, but in the present case a
penalty of £10 would Le sufficient.

Mr. WILSON: There would be no
objection to veducing the maximum
penalty to £20.

Hox. H. W. VENN: Would it be
possible for miners to engage in sinking
shafts and cross-cutting, without feliing
trees ?  He knew that at Donnybrook it
would be difficult for a miner to go in any
direction without felling a tree, and the
Committee seemed to be complicating
matters, and giving rise to much future
litigation. The penalty of £100, under
the circunstances was absurd, bat he did

“unlaw-

! not suppose the new clause would over-
.
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ride'the present rights of the settlers as to
cutting timber for their own use. It

[ASSEMBLY.?

seemed to him, however, thatthe clause .

might hamper miners very much if they
could not cot timber on the leases granted
to them.

Mr. WILSON: The Committee had
already passed a clause providing that
the miner must prepay for any timber

he required, and it was necessary to

impose a penalty for a breach of that
provision.

Tee PreMIER: Would the hon. mem-
ber limit the new clause to marketable
timber.

Mr. WILSON:
another complication.

Tue PREMIER: Why the hon. mem-

That only raised

ber should desire more power for the

timber lessees it was difficult to see,
because the law was quite sufficient at
present to neet the cases contemplated.
The Jarrahdale and Canning Timber Com-
panies had been able to pretect themn-
selves under the present law.

M=. WriLson: But there had been no
miners on those leases.

Tae PREMIER : There was no

reason why more penalties should be put |

on miners or others thun were rveally
necessury. In the case of mining on the
ureenbushes tinfield and Donnybrook
goldfield, working ininers wmight he
“ron in” for eutting a bit of timber
for a windlass, or some such small thing.
Legislation of this kind was too strong,
and he wouwld not support the hon. mem-
ber’s proposal.

Mr. GEORGE : The amount of rent
extracted from the timber companies, at
the rate of £20 per square mile, was un-

reasonably heavy, and it tended to stifle |

the industry. These leaseholders had now
to pay unfairly, and were entitled to every
protection, Hardly any of the timber
companies were doing more than paying
expenses, the market price now obtained
for timber not being a paying price.

Tue PREMIER: Better leave the
law as it stood, on this point.

Mre. LEAKE: In all these timber
leases, karri and jarrah were the timbers
reserved te the leaseholder, and this
reservation was not intended to apply to
banksia or deadwood. If a miner was
allowed to cut timber for mining purposes,
he should be forced to deal with the
timber lessee.

in Commitiee.

Me. WALLACE: 'The Premier's
objections to this legislation deserved
support. Where the timber was thick,
as in the South-West, there would be
only little room available for mining,
without interfering with the timber; and
to pass this sub-clause would prevent the
miner from removing timber which might
impede his mining operations, Ifa miner
was to be prevented from cutting any
timber by this sub-clanse, how was he to
obtain timber for mining purposes ?

Sir JAMES LEE STEERE: This
sub-clause should apply only to market.
able timber. In such a place as the
Greenbushes tinfield, for instance, the
whole of the shafts and nines were lined
with small fimber, such as saplings, and
under this sub-clause uny person using
such timber for mining purposes would
be liable to a fine.

Tue Premier : Under the Act also.

Str JAMES LEE STEERE : Miners
could not carry on operations without
using sonre timber, therefore this sub-
clause should apply only to marketable
timber. Saplings were of no use to a
timber lessee, who would suffer no injury
by miners taking such timber for mining
purposes, whereas miners would suffer
great injury if they could not use small
timber for their shafts.

Tag PREMIER: Timber leases gave to
the lessee the exclusive right to timber
by the Act of last yewr; and, with some
exceptions that were specified, everything
on the lease belonged to the lessee, except
deadwood, which might be taken away
for domestic purposes, but not for sale.

Mr. MOORHEAD: We were about
to introduce a greater evil than the dual
title, which lhad caused so much trouble
on the goldfields; for this clause would
impose on lessees of timber areus and on
the holders of mining leases, rights and
interests which would be diverse and
opposite. The holder of a mining lease
had the right to use all timber on the
ground for purposes of mining; and in
throwing open these timber areas for
mining purposes as well as saw-milling
purposes, there would be w conflict of
interests between the lessee under the
mining lease and the lessee under a
timber lease. For carrying on mining,
a person must be endowed with a
miner's right, which conferred on him
by contract with the Government, the
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right to cut all timber for mining
that was on the ground, as well as for
other purposes. How was this to be
regulated in this Bill? Apparently no
provision was wade for the conflict of
interests which ight arise. Remember-
ing the strong arguments for taking away
the dual title to a gold-mining area, the
Committee were stultifving themselves
in this Bill, which would create a treble
title. Té would be impossible to carry
on mining without cutting down some of
the timber in a district such as the
Donanybrook goldfield, where miners must
cut through the roots of trees which were
in their way, and it would be extremely
hard tv impose a penalty for doing what
they must necessarily do for mining pur-
poses.

Mr. MORAN: A miner’s right gave
to the holder the right to search for and
take away gold on Crown lands; but
these timber areas were not Crown lands
in the ordinary sense, because they had
been leased already for saw-milling pur-
poses; therefore when the miner went on
& lease of this kind, his title was secondary
and not primary, the timber lessee baving
the primary title to the ground and the
timber on it. By this Bill, Parliament
wonld be giving a title to one person to
take the timber and to another person to
take the gold off the same land, and the
only dnality was in reference to occupying
the same particular piece of ground. The
member for Nelson (Sir James Lee
Steere) had put the matter fairly in say-
ing the timber companies wanted only
marketable timber, while the miner
wanted small timber for propping his
mine; and if the miner wanted other
timber he should pay for it.

Me, DomErTy : If timber was growing
on ground leased for mining purposes,
the miner should have the right to cut
the timber.

Me. MORAN : No; his right should
be to cut only the small titnber for mining
purposes, and be should not interfere
with the marketable timber which the
timber lessee was entitled fo.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : Was a miner
pegging out a claim on a timber lease to
be fined for removing trees on that claim ?
It was only necessamy to provide that
such miner should not become a small
saw-miller ; yet under this clause a miner
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ticular tree, even though on his own
claim, and though its removal were
NEcessary.

Mr. Wrisor : He conld buy the tim-

T,

Mzr. ILLINGWORTH : Why prevent
him from cutting down & tree which was
in the way ? It would be fairer to ask
the timber lessee to remove the tree
Timber entiing outside the miner’s claim
should be paid for, but there should be
no penalty for cutting trees within the

egs.

4 Mzr. EWING: The trouble would be
met by excluding from the coperation of
the clanse any land inclnded in a mineral
or a mining lease. Timber leases were
generally large and mining claims small ;
and the fact of giving a miner the right
to cut timber on lus claim could not
seriously interfere with thevested interests
of the timber lessee.

Me. GeorRGE: What if there were
numerous mining claims on the timber
lease ¥

Mr. EWING : In that case we should
be justified in saying that the miners had
a right to a certain quantity of timber.
The amendment (Mr. Wilson’s) might be
altered by striking out the words from
“ whether” to“included,” and substituting
the word “unless,” ma.ng the clause
read, “ Unless the area or portien of the
area is a gold-mining or mineral lease.”
The words * or pastoral” should also be
struck out.

Tre PrEmier: The existing law was
good enough.

M. EWING The miners at Donny-
brook, which was on a timber lease, had,
under the Goldfields Act, a right to cut
timber within their pegs.

TreE PremIER: But the Land Act
was of later date than the Goldfields
Act.

Mr. EWING : Burely none desired to
give that right to two people. Either let
the timber lessee have the sole right to
the timber, or give the miner the right
to the timber within his pegs.

The Premier: A clause previously
passed provided that if the miner took
timber he must pay for it.

Me. EWING: A miner’s right gave
the miner the timber on his claim.

Ter Presier: But that timber had
in this case heen given to someone

might be fined for cutting down any par- | else.
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Mr. EWING : But the timber lessee

knew that his lease was subject to the

provisions of the Goldfields Act, and gave -

him no absolute title to the timber as
against a miner.

Tar MINISTER OF MINES: The
last speaker wus probably unaware that on
and after the 1st January 1899, under the
Land Act passed last session, the Minister
of Lands was empowered to grant timber
lessees fresh leases, giving them the
exclusive right to all the timber within
their leases. He believed these leases had
not yet been granted. The Goldfields Act
did give the miner a right to go on Crown
lands to take timber for mining purposes,

and timber leases were Crown lands,

There was a difficulty here, and he would

not envy the Commissioner of Crown .

Lands if the troubles arising from this
Bill were so greatas those with which the
Mines Department now had to contend.
Mr. DOHERTY : The timber within
the mining lease should be the property
of the leaseholder. Even now any selector
could go on a timber lease, take up a

selection, and thus acquire possession of |

all the timber within the area selected.

Mr. Witson: No; to admit of that,
the Government would have to resume the
land.

Mxr. DOHERTY: The Govermment
tovk the land from the lessees.

Mg. WiLson : No.

Mr. DOHERTY said he hiad official -

notices in his possession to prove that.
A miner had an absolute night to all
timber on his claim, and why should
the miner be fined £100 for taking such
timber 7 Timber leases had not been
locked up for the sole benefit of the
lessees, and the miner had a perfect right
to carry on without being in any way
hampered.

Mg. SOLOMON: The miner would
not cut down trees unless they were
absolutely in bis way ; and if there were
trees within the four corners of his lease,
he ought to have the use of them for
mining purposes.

Mz. MOORHEAD : Under the Gold-

fields Act of 1895 the miner’s right .

conferred large and extensive privileges
over Crown lands. The member for the
Swan (Mr. Ewing) bad already pointed
out that the defimition of * Crown lands ™
included, as the Minister of Mines
admitfed, timber leases; and it was
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tmmaterial that timber licenses had been
changed recently iuto leases, becanse each
tenure stood on exactly the same footing
in regard to the econstruction of the
Goldfields Act of 1895. In addition to
the cutting of timber for the purposes of
mining, a miner under Section 16 of that
Act had conferred on him the privilege
of constructing races, dams, wells, reser-
voirs, roads, and tramways through and
on any Crown lands, taking or diverting
water on Crown lands, and of exercising
any rights of the nature of easements
upon and over wnoccupied Crown lands
. 11 eonnection with gold mining. How
did the Minister of Mines propose,
after conferring rights under contract
with the Government, to fine miners for
exercising those rights? The amend-
ment of the member for the Canning
{(Mr. Wilson), with which he was in
thorough sympathy, was not u revaca-
tion of repeal of the powers conveyed by
the Goldfields Act of 1895 ; and there-
fore, there might, as the member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
had said, be a quadruple title. There
was no doubt in the mind of any person
- accustomed to construe Acts. that there
would be immense litigation if the Bill
were passed in its present form.

Mz. MORAN : It would be interesting
to know whether the authors of the Bill
were lawyers or laymen, because the
farther the Committee went, the greater
confusion there seemed to be.

Mzg. EWING: It ought not to be
possible to point out such flaws and
inconsistencies between proposed and
existing legislation. Bills ought to be
brought in only after mature considera-
tion and thorough investigation at the
hands of some members of the legal
profession.

Tug PrEMIER: The Government knew
a great deal more about the measure than
the hon. member. It was a matter of
very great difficulty, whick had the atten-
tion of a good many legal gentlemen.

Mr. EWING: There was no use i
i the Premier being irritated.

Tee Premier: To lecture him (the

' Premier) on the subject was a piece of
| impertinence.

Mz EWING: There was no desive to

lecture the Premier, but whether it was

. impertinent or not, the fact remained

! that members were constantly brought
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face to face with Bills which were evi-
dently the result of the immature con-
sideration of the subjects on which the
Governmeiit were legislating.

Tue PrEmMier: What was there aliout
the Bill that was immature ?

Mr. EWING : The Bill would create
one of the most serious difficulties the
commanity conld suffer.
already some unfortunate experience of
dual titles.

" Tae PreEMiER : Consideration had been
given by him to this Bill for over a
month, and he did not like to be told the
measure was immature.

Mr. EWING: If the Premier had
given a month's consideration to the
Bill, he (Mr. Ewing) was sorry to hear
it.

Tae Premier: This clause was not
moved by the Government, but by the
member for the Canning (Mr. Wilson).

Mzr. EWING: The trouble did not
exist in this clause, but in what had been
already done by the Government. Leases
had been granted for the exclusive right
to cut all the timber on certain lands,
and miners, at the same time, had the
right to peg out a claim inside timber
leases. The lessee of timber land had
the exclusive rizht to ihe timber under
one Act, and the man who pegged out
a claim or had taken out a nuning lease
also had a right; under umother Aet,
to the timber withiu the four corners of
his-claim. TUnder the circumstances, it
would be better to report progress, and
consider the point between now and
to-morrow.

Tae PREMIER: The member for the
Swan (Mr. Ewing) did not appear to
have read the new clause proposed by
him (the Premier). The subject was
surrounded with difficalty, and it was not
contended that the clanse was perfect;
but to say that it had been framed with-

far from the truth. Timber leases had
been granted at Donnybrook, and gold
had been discovered on a portion of
those leases;
desire by legislation to dispossess a
timber lessee of his timber, the Govern-
ment did not want to hamper the gold-
mining industry. TUnder the circum-
stances, the Government propesed that
the timber lessee should be able, notwith-

standing the Goldfields Act, to go on the
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land pegged out by the gold-minerand take
away timber. It was not proposed that
the gold-miner should not cut any timber
within his leage, but that if he took any
timber from the timber lease, he must
repay the timber lessee for it.

Mr. Ewixg: Then the miner was
being made to pay for what belonged to
him.

Tee PREMIER: That was not so;
unless it was contended that the whole
eolony belonged to the miner.

Mz. Ewing: The timber within the
four corners of his lease helonged to the
miner,

Tur PREMIER : At present the miner
could take what timber he required from
any Crown lande, but it was proposed to
restrict him on a timber lease. When
the Goldfields Act was passed, it was not
expected that mining cluims wonld be
pegged out on timber leases, and, under
the altered circumstances, the Govern-
ment had done the best they could. The
only alternative to the present proposal
would be for the Government to resume
the whole of the land, and buy out the
timber lessees; hut the Government were
hardly prepared to do that; and while
there might be difficulties about the plan
proposed, it wounld, in his opinion, work
well in practice. It would be more
aceurate to say that the speech of the
member for the Swan had noft beeu cave-
fully considered, than to say that the
Bill was the result of inmature thought,
because the measure had engaged the
attention of the Crown Law Department
for some time, and almost daily for the
Tast fortnight; and there liad been con-
ferences with the member for the Can-
ning; so that all the difficulties were
known and appreciated. The amend-
ment might be passed and put into print,
and before the third reading the mem-

' ber for the Swan would have an oppor-
out knowledge or consideration was very '

tunity of discovering some meaus of
surmounting difficnlties which, however,
were in all likelihood magnified by the
hon. member.

At 6:30, the CHatRMAN left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.
Mz. WILSON asked leave to withdraw

his proposed new clause.
Clause, by leave, withdrawn.
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Mz. WILSON moved that the following
be added to paragraph 7:— Provided
that the lessee may, within six months of
such determmation, vemove from the
demised premises all railways, tramways,

[ASSEMBLY.]

buildings, machinery, plant, and effects .

in or upon the said demised premises.”

Put and passed.

Tue PREMIER moved, as a further
amendment, that the words *subject to
the provisions of the said Act, and any
amendment thereof, and the regulations
thereunder, and subject as hereinafter
provided, the exclusive right,” be struck
out, and the following inserted in lieu
thereof: “the right (which subject to the
provisions of the said Act and any amend-
ment thereof and the regulations there-
under, and of any Acts relating to mining
for gold and other minerals, and
subject as hereinafter provided, shall be
exclusive).”

Put and passed.

Tae PREMIER further moved that,
in lines 21 and 22, the words ““the first of
such payments having been made before
the execution of these presents ™ be struck
out; also, that in the proviso, paragraph
1 be struck out, and the remaining para-
graphs be numbered consequentially ;
also, that in paragraph 3, lime 2, the
words “u wmile” be inserted in the
blank ; also that in paragraph 5, line 9,
after * thereof,” the words * other than
a proportionate return and reduction of
rent in respect of any land resumed on
which marketable timber is growing or
standing.”

Amendments put and passed.

Tug PREMIER further moved that
the following be added, to stand as para-
graph 5:

This demise is also subject to the pro-
visions of any Acts relating to mining for gold
or other minerals so far as those Acts may
create rights which may be exercised over
Crown lands,

Mr. MOORHEAD : If this amend-
ment were passed in its present form,
it would bear out the contention with
regard to the construction of the paragraph
raised by the member for the Canning
(Mr. Wilson). Paragraph 5 preserved
to the lessee all the rights enjoyed under
the Act of 1895, and the culting of
timber was apecially mentioned.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Loan Bill.

Schedule, as amended, ayreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reperted with amendments, and
the report adopted.

LOAN BILL, £750,000.
SECOND READING—AMENDMENT.

Debate resumed from the previous day,
on motion for second reading, and on
amendment by Mr. Leake (six months).

Me. GEORGE (Murray): Listening
to the debate in connection with the Loan
Bill for several evenings, I have come to
the conelusion that it is a great pity that
each time a question of great magnitude
to the country comes before the House, it
resolves itself practically into a fight for
power. There 1s & party debate, and for
that reason it makes it very difficult for
members like myself who do not believe
in party business, and who do not believe
the interests of the colony should be
subordinated to the question of the ins
and outs, to discuss the question. - The -
Premier Jast evening, in addressing the
House, instead of, as in my opinion he
should have done, giving in a concise form
information in relation to the Lioan Bill,
8o that hon. members could form a fair
judgment thereon-——

Tee PreEmigr: It was my second
speech.

Mr. GEQRGE: It does not matter
whether it was the second or the third
speech. As far as theright hon. gentleman
is concerned, he could go on like the brook,
for ever, when he is attacked. I regret
that the right hon. gentleman did not rise
to the dignity of his position, and instead
of dealing with the guestion of pufting
him in or out of office, he should have
looked at the question from the true
interests of the whole of the country. He
told us he had incurred a great deal of
odium in connection with this atter,
ond I would remind the Premier that the
diamond itself is rough at one time, and
requires polishing ; 1t requires a great
deal of hard hitting before it is brought
to perfection. I do not know what kind
of gem we shall get out of the Premier:
we may not live to see. Although I would
not like to see the right hon. gentleman
out of power, I am not blind to the fact
—and there are a number of people alive
to this also—that changes at times are
desirable in the history of a country; and
if we did have a new Government over
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this subject, or ou any other matter,
this session, there would certainly be some
advantage to the country, and to the
vight hon. gentleman. The advantage to
the country would be that we should be
able to demand from the incoming Gov-
emment some concise and reliable state-
ment as to the finances of the country;
and the advantage to the right hon.
genileman would he that he would have
time to rest his liver and get into a more
amenable state of mind. I am sorry to
say that the right hon. gentleman cannot
help giving a hit at private enterprise.
It seems to me he is like *the old man
of the sea,” whenever you talk of private
enterprise he will * go for™ it, and *“go
for” everyone who is in favour of it
Where would the country have been
during the last 30 or 40 years if it
had not been for private enterprise?
The timber stations are the resuli of
private enterprise. The industries of the
country have been built up by private
enterprise, and the Premier himself would
be very much improved, if, instead of
going on in the same Government routiie,

he had taken upon himself a little of the '
responsibilities of private enterprise. T |

hope the Premier will let that matter
alome, as 1t is a sore point with me, not
that it is a question of contracting, but
it is a grafuitons back-handed slap at the
men who have really made this country.
Turning to the Loan Bill, the difficuity 1
find in connection with this matter is
this: here is a Bill for £750,000 which
consists of a number of items, many of
which, to my mind, would cause the
financiers in London ur elsewhere to say
“thig is & peculinr way of dealing with
the finance of a large country.” Here,
for instance, is an item: “ Improvements,
harbours and rivers, £5,000.” Is the
great revenue of this country so amall
that we have to raise uloan in the London
market for the improvement of the har-
bours and rivers to the extent of £5,000?
It seems to me the Premier has not been

wisely advised in conoection with this

matter. Then, there is 4 small item for
Albany, £10,000, and an itam for Bussel-
ton £4,000. If it is necessary to raise
this money, at any rate, be politic and
disguise the fact from the schedule as to
what the money is wanted for. Place the
amount under the head of * miseellaneous
services” if you like, but I coxtend that
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I items of this sort have no right to find
their way into o Loan Bill ut all. The
member for West Perth (Mr. Wood) last
night, in his speech, stated he was pre-
pared to vote for the passing of the second
reading, but that he hoped to alter items
in Committee. 1 ask hon. members who
have sat in this House for several sessions
whether their experience has shown
them that it is possible to alter items
in Committee. There is not the sligh-
test chance of altering items in Com-
mittee. I find ‘myself confronted with
items for which I honestly cunnot vote.
There is an item for a railway to Norse-
man—it gives pain to the member for
Dundas (Mr. Conolly) to find anyone
opposing that line—but T cannot honestly
vote for it. Although I am prepared to
vote for a loan, I am not prepared to vote
for this item, and I know that there will
be no chance in Committee of knocking
any item out. That is my opinion, but I
may be wrong. There is another thing
—and this may seemn somewhat incon-
i gistent with what T have already said—
| the amount of the loan asked for is
absurd ; it is not nearly enough to do the
work that is proposed to be done. What
] is the use of starting a work if you have
| not the money to carry it out with? I
|
i
|

interjected last evening that there was

not sufficient money on the Loan Bill to
. build the earth works for the new rail
ways. The Premier said there wus, and
I afterwards, to bring the thing to
absurdity, said that there was sufficient
to build about five yards; the Premier
then replied that he would build those
five yards. What is the nse of playing
with works like that? Talke, for instance,
the Norseman railway. To take it to the
first point where it could really stop, that
is half way, the amount of money esti-
mated is £145,000, and yet the Premier
simply asks for £60,000.

Tae CommMIsstoNER oF Rainwavs:
There is a portion of the amount for rails
and departmental.

Mg. GEORGE : There is an amount of
£60,000. The grading alone will cost
£17,000. Then there is an amount for
bridges. I do not know whether there
are any Dbridges on this part, but the
| amount is £10,000. For building the

line and ballasting there is £30, 000, and

rails £42,000. Thatamounts to £100,000
¢ odd, without going into incidentals and
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departmental work. A sum of £102,000
is required to do this work, and vet the
Government ask for a vote of £60,000 for
it. If the right hon. gentleman wishes
to be consistent he has the right to ask
for the money which will enable him to
carry out the work. If vou take the
Leonora railway, the first four items,
grading, Lridges, ballasting, aund rails
alone come to £61,000, and there are
other expeuses to be added to that amount,
because the initial expenses in starting a
railway, as anyone who hashad experience,
knows, are tremendously heavy. The
remaining work of railway construc-
tion is done at u very much smaller per-
centage of expense; and it is playing
with the House to ask us, as reasonable
men, to vote money for a railway, when
we know the amount asked for will hardly
do more than seratch the ground. Taking
the Norseman and Leonora lines together,
we shall require £227,000 to start the
work to the  half-way house,” and yet in
the Loan Bill we are only asked to pro-
vide £120,000, leaving a deficiency of over
£100,000. T suppose I shall betold that
even if the monev be borrowed now, it is
hardly be possible to make a start with
the work for twelve months, snd that
some of the money will be spent in
making final surveys. T agree with that
view, but I do not agree with the idea of
asking for less momey than we know is
wanted. If an authorigsarion be given to
raise the £2,000,000 or £1,500,000, which
the work will probably cost, the Govern-
ment are not obliged to raise the loan all
at once, but can wuit until the market is
favourable.

Tug PrEMIER: But would that course
not hurt our credit ?

Mz. GEORGE : Iam notin a position
to pose, like the member for Central
Murchison (Mr. Illingworth), as a
financier. My observations are mainly
the result of practical experience in con-
nection with works similar to those pro-
posed, and I cannot figure as an authority
as to whether the course I sugpest would
injure our credit on the London market.

Tre PrEmMIER: We did not do as you
suggest in connection with the Fremantle
Harbour.

Mr. GEORGE : I do not intend to try
to teach the premier finance, or how to
radse his Joans. What [ am trying to say
is that if we commit ourselves by this
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Loan Bill to these railways, we ought to
be able to count the cost from the start,
and not persuade ourselves that if we
raise £750,000 there will be an end of
the wmatter. With the exception, per-
haps, of the Leonora railway and the
Fremantle harbour works, we have far
more important works staring us in the
face than those in the schedule. One
work absolutely necessary is that of
duplicating the railway line as far as
Coolgardie ; and this question will have
to be faced by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways at so early a date that I should
be surprised to hear the matter s not
now under consideration by the Cabinet.
There is mnot only the difficulty of
delays in the carnmage of goods to the
goldfields, but a big strain will shortly
be put on the resources and capabilities
of the railways in gonnection with the
goldfields water scheme. As to rolling-
stock, it is absolutely ridiculous to ask
for £165,000, having regard to the re-
quirements of the present railway system.
The Commissioner of Railways, a few
nights ago, stated that rolling-stock to the
valne of something like £500,000 was
required, and, quite believing that state-
ment, I say further that if we are to
continue, as I hope we shall, to go on
carrying coal from Collie to the goldfieids
in ever-increasing quantities, we must
remember that our present rolling-stock
is not. gufficient by one-third to carry on
the traflic. To work up a coal trade to-
the goldfields means that wagons must
be out of use for many days; and this
question, if properly placed hefore the
House, will be faced in a practical and
senstble manner. If it had been proposed
by the Loan Bill that £500,000, or even
£1,000,000, should be spent on rolling-
stock, the House could no doubt have
found plenty of arguments for voling the
money, and T would support the Govern-
went in a poliey of the kind; because we
have to remember that every mile of
railway we add to the present system,
means an jncreasing ratio of delay in the
veturn of the trucks which carry goods
up to the goldfields. While we are at
present hampered for want of locomotives
and rolling-stock of a1l kinds, as soon as we
add other lines to the system, we increase
the difficulties of the traffic managers; and
the Govermnent wounld have been well
advised, lad they found themselves able
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to ask for at least £500,000 with which
to supply rolling-stock sufficient. for the
the present work. When the duplica-
tion of the line to Coolgardie is under-
taken, as it must before very long, we
shall require £1,000,000 or £1.500,000
for the work, and adding the £750,000
asted for, which we know means
£1,500,000, we find that in ¢onnection
with railways alone, we shall require
very shortly to raise £3,000,000. Tt is
not wise for the Premier fo delay the
acquisition of rolling-stock any longer
than he can help, having regard to the
present state of the metal market.
Tre Premier: When the Bill

rolling-stock.

Ma. GEQORGE: But £165000 is a
meve bagatelle in this connection.

TeHE PREMIER:
begin with.

Mr. GEORGE: No doubt it is some-
thing to begin with, but it is like starting
a four-wheel carringe with three wheels
and a prop-stick to keep the vehicle from
tumbling over. Even wore important
than the gquestion of how much money
can be raised in London, is the fact that
while the Premier is dilly-dallying—
and T say this with respect—-as to the

amount of money he should ask for, the

manufacturers of locomotives and other

rolling-stock in the old country and in

America, are raising their prices day by
day. If the Premier requires further
proof of the truth of that statement he
has simply to watch the reports of the
metal market published in our daily
Press; and I can tell him that pig iron
which was quoted at 4ls. six months ago,
is now at 72s. and 74s, and in every
branch of the iron trade prices are rising.

Tae Premier: What 1s your point ?

Me. GEORGE: I am pointing out
that if the Premier were to bring down a
Loan Bill providing £500,000 for rolling-
stock, T would support the wmeasure,
because I would regard such a proposal as
businesslike, Butif the Premier delays,
he may find that not £500,000, but
£700,000 will be necessary; and it would
pay a great deal better, from a com-
mercial point of view, to pay a higher
rate of interest for inoney borrowed, than
to delay the orders, and in the end
pay, perhaps. 15 or 25 per cent. more for
the stock.
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Tae PrEMIER: Is there no chance of a
reduction of prices?

M=r. GEORGE: I do not think that
tor the next 18 months there is any
chance of a reduction of prices in the
iron narket iu the old country or America;
and that is wnot merely my own opinion,
hut the opinion of men who are known
and well respected in the iron trade
in Great Britain. I have stated I can-
not honestly vote for the Norseman
ling, and I am put into a quandary,
i seeing [ am quite willing to vote the
Goverment all the money they require
for legitimate purposes, but am not
prepared to vote for the Loan Bill now
before us. If this money is not to he
. raised until wanted, why not ask for an

authorisation for sufficient to complete
' the works, borrowing the money when,
in the judgment of the Government,
seems bestyY One thing I have never
| liked in the House, and I suppose it is
distasteful to others, is reappropriation.
We have had reappropriation Bills session
' after session, and I suppose that next
year, when this money has been
arranged for, we shall find another
reappropriation Bill brought in.

Tre Premier: This Bill is not re-
appropriation.

Mg, GEORGE: I know itis not, but
it is the first step towards reappropria-
tion ; and the Premier has always been
consistent in carrying reappropriation as
far as possible. For the provision of
railway workshops, £20,000 is a mere
flea-bite,

Tur COMMISSIONER 0F RAILWAYS:
There is £17,000 in the old vote, making
a total of £37,000.

Mzs. GEORGE: Do the department
consider £37,000 sufficient to carry out
all the work required ?

Tae CoMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Nothing like it, but it will be a good
start,

Mr. GEORGE: It will make a start,
but what sort of start will £37,000
afford in the erection of new workshops ¥
The operations in the workshops at Fre-
mantle are wmuch cramped for room for
machinery, and every piece of work done
there costs more tham it ought to. If
the Government have made up their
minds to erect workshops at Midland
Junction, why not do o, and give the
i Railway Department and the country the
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benefit of the increased efficiency? To |
ask for £20,000 for such a work is simply !
playing with the question ; and it is the |
doubt raised by ivadequate provisions, |
which satisfies me I would not he doing
right to vote for the Loan Bill. The |
little railway from Coolgardie to Bonnie }
Vale is to cost £10,000; and I suppose |
no railway has caused so much debate |
both inside and outside the House.
‘Where does this railway lead to? Bounie
Vale. What is Bonnie Vale? A place
where there are supposed to be 800
people, and a number of mines; but how
many of these mines are working to-day,
and how many are likely to be working
12 months hence? We have a right
to ask these questions, and to have them
answered; and we also have a right to
know whether this line is part of a big
railway scheme. If the Premier has a
scheme for carrying the railway beyond
Bonnie Vale, why does he not take the
House into his confidence ?

Tee PrEmier: Of course the railway
will go further on.

- Mr. GEORGE: What is this railway
to cost? What I object to, and what the
House has a right fo object to, is our
being asked to vote these items, which
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form practically the *first leg in,” and
which will land us, goodness knows where !

Tue PrEmIErR: You need not go on
with the works.

Mr. GEORGE : The Premier has told
us that no end of times; but as 1t
happens, if we pass the items we must go
on, because the credit of the country is at
stake, and once we start a railway, there
is no question of looking hack. I do not
want the Premier to think I am doubtful
of the country, or am a croaker; I am
merely taking the view of a man who
desires to be a little cautious. I will go .
as far as the Premier in endeavouring to
develop the country, but if we carry ont
our duty and pledges to our constituents,
we must guard their mterests as far as
possible. Then what is the Northam to
Goomalling line wanted for ?

Mr. A. Forrest: To carry wheat.

Me. GEORGE: I do not know Goo-
malling ; but this railway has not the l
excuse that it is going to a goldfield.
‘Why should Goomalling be singled out }
for a railway ? We have heard nothing |
particular about it, except that there is |
a cornfield,
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Mgr. A. ForrEsr: There are farmers al
the way between Northainand Goomalling.

Mzr. GEORGE : Will the Government
obtain any increased railway traffic from
this line ¥ Did they tell the poor farmners,
when the land was taken up, that this
vallway was to be made ¥

Mg. A. Forrest: Yes.

Mer. GEORGE: They pledged them-
selves ?

Mr. A. ForzesT: Yes.

Mr, GEORGE: Then the Govern-
ment were going far beyond their powers,
and had no right to do anything of the
kind. I expect the Conunissioner of Rail-
ways will be speaking directly, and
possibly he will give us a little definite
mmformation with regard to the rolling-
stock and the gquestion of heavier rails
for those railways, and the duplication
of the line to Coolgardie, if that be pos-
gible, It is useless to treat this matter
lightly. If the goldfieldsare to be prop-
erly treated, if there is to be an end to
these delays, and anything like proper
financial working in connection with the
railways, we must have facilities in the
near future that have never been dreamed
of befnre; and in connection with the
Coolgurdie railway we reqnire the line to
be duplicated right up to Coolgardie.
If the Premier does not feel man
enough to carry out that work, I can
tell him that it is quite possible to
find in this Honse someone who will
occupy his seat and who will carry it out
without delay. I do not know that I
need say more on this question unless 1
cal get some nore satisfactory informa-
tion. I shall vote against the second
reading of this Bill, because I feel that if
I vote for it, and the second reading pass,
there is * Buckley's show” of getting
any alteration in Committee.

Me. A. Forrest: Why ¥

Me. GEORGE : Well, the hon. mem-
ber’s own conscience should tell him
why; and he is only & fair representative
of a good many others who have got
consciences built in exactly the same way
—Drick upon brick.

Me. EWING (Bwan): Before a divi-
sion is taken on this question. I should
like to say a few words. I do not intend
to enter into the merits of the various
railways and other works proposed m
this Toan Bill; but it is sufficient for me

_ to say that in the schedule to the Bill
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are to be found several works ulveady in
hand, and several works the absolute
necessity of which has for a considerable
time past been frankly admitled. We
find that certain works al Fremantle, the
value of which to the community cannot
possibly be doubted, require further
moneys for their completion; we find
that the railway system of this colony is
in a congested state, and is likely to be in
2 more congested state unless some pro-
vision be made by which the Minister in
charge of the rallways can purchase the
necessary plant and rolling-stock. We
find also that there are many other works,
leaving out altogether the question of new
railways, which require atfention; and I
do not hold with those members who think
that becausethis Bill gets into Committee,
it will pass in its entirety. [SevEraL
MenBERs: Hear, hear.] I believe there
1 sufficient individuality in the members
of this House to enable them to exercise
their discretion in voting in Committes
for the individual railways and works
wlhich are proposed. I should be very
sorry indeed to hold the opinion that the
fact of this Loan Bill having passed its
gecond reading, meant that we approved
of every work mentioned in its Schedule;
and if 1t meant that, I doubt very much
whether I should be prepared to vote for
it: but there are works here the neces-
sity for which is admitted, and cannot be
denied by any person in this House; in
fact, the opponents of this measure have
to admit the necessity of a great many of
the proposals of the Government ; and,
admitting that, then surely those persons
can trogt the House, surely they can
trust their fellow members, to cut out of
this Bill those works which the House
thinks undesivable. I wish to say o few
words from the local point of view of
member for the Swan ; and as member
for the Swan I am particularly concerned
with one item in the Schedule to the
Bill, Some hon. members smile; but
still, we have had several divisions in
this House which have uffirmed the
desirableness of the completion of the
workshops at Midland Junction, and of
the removal of the workshops from Fre-
mantle.

Mr. VospreEr: We are still on the
subject of the loaves and fishes.
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Mr. EWING: A ceriain amount of
money was voted last year for the Junc- |
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tion workshops, and a portion of that
money has been spent. A balance of
some £17,000 is still in hand; and we
find it is proposed to raise hy means of
this Loan Bill a further amount of
£20,000 in order to proceed with that
work. I am informed that the sumn of
£37,000, which will be available for the
work, is sufficient to make a very suhstan-
tial start; and when we look at the reports
of the Traffic Manager, and the reportsof
the various officers in charge of the rail-
ways, I think we can have no doubt what-
ever that it is absolutely necessary that
these works should be undertaken. We
have heard it reported, I think on every
veliable authority, that every year the
Government permits those workshops to
remain at Fremantle, and they remain in
their congested state, there is a loss to
this community of between £10,000 and
£15,000; and we have found that these
workshops have lLeen left at Fremantle
for some five years : so that the loss to the
community, taking the maximum figures,
if the authority I referred to be correct,
amounts‘ to £75,000 by reason of the
delay which has already occurred. Tt is,
I think, admitted that there will be very
great necessity for further manufacture
m conneclion with the railwavs. The
buying of rolling-stock means increased
work n the workshops. Every line of
railway opened means increased work in
the workshops. Every piece of Govern-
ment work undertaken in connection with
this depariment meanhs increased work;
and increased work in the present condi-
tion of the Fremantle shops means a sub-
stantial loss tp the community. Therefore
I think this also could be classified under
the head of absolutely necessury works;
though if the Bill provided for this
work alone I do not know that I could
stand here and say that the Bill was
absolutely necessary. But here we find in
addifion to the workshops contemplated,
improvements to existing lines contem-
plated; we find there are other works
contemplated in connection with the
Railway Departinent which it is generally
adumitted must be done, and I think that
these things justify one, although one
wonld hesitate at the present time about
the desirableness of raising further loans,
in coming to the conclusion that the
Government is well advised in proceeding
with those works, or in any case, in voting



2600 Loan Bill :

the money for these very necessary under-
takings. Returning one moment to the
Midland Junction workshops

Mr. VosreEr: You have never pot
away from them.

My, EWING: I should lLike to refer
to the report of Mr. Campbell. In that
report he urges upon the Government the
absolute necessity of proveeding with this
work. The Trafic Manager does like-
wise; 1n fact, ull the railway officials are
urging upon the Government the neces- |
sity for completing these works; and in
that this Bill contemplates the eomple-
tion of these and other works that are so
necegsary, I think we are fully justified
in voting for the second reading. In
regurd to the railways propoesed, T should
like ta say just one word. I do not
intend at this stage to commit myself
either as 1o whether I shall vote for any
one of these railway lines: 1 will cer-
tainly vote against some, and I do not
commit myself to vote for any of them;
but there have been certain arguments
urged, and they were from this side of the
House, to show that the Government were
pursuing a wrong course in extending
their railway system to Leonora and
other districts wia Coolgardie. Tt was
urged that the railway system should he
extended from Geraldton and from
Esperance. Although T admit that a -
centralisation scheme carried toan extreme
is bad, my objection to any such proposi-
tion is that one must perceive that the
Government of this or any other country
cannot afford tobuild twonon-paying lines;
because, if we are going to lead the
traffic down from the goldfields to Esper-
ance, the consequence will be that the
whole of the line {rom Coolgardie down
to Northam, and probably down to Mid-
land Junction, will bhecome non-paying;
and this is a condition of affairs which I
think the Government are well justified
in considering; and that is the real
objection I see to the decentralisation
proposition at the present time, If in
the future we find we can make the Cool-
gardie railway pay without the traffic
from Perth to Norseman, then we shail
perhaps be justified in diverting that
traffic to Bsperance. If we find that the
railways to Esperance and to Coolgardie |
will pay without the Leonora line, then .
we may divert the traffic from the Leo- |
nora districts into Geraldton, But I ;
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submit that the Government are wise in
their generation in being perfectly certain
that one line pays before committing the
colony to a number of systems, the direct
consequence of which in my opinion weunld
be that, instead of having one good pay-
ing line in the community, we should
have three or four lines that de not pay
interest. on the money. I think this
is the most serious aspect of the affair:
and although hon. members may deem it
nnwise to centralise the trade of any
community upon a fixed point, yet there
are conditions i which it is well to do
this; and those conditions are, first, how
can we reasonably and fairly serve those
districts; and how can we serve them
withont placing npon the shoulders of the
commumty the weight of a number of
nonpaying lines ¥ For these reasons it
gives me very great pleasure to support
the proposition of the Grovernment with
regard to this Bill.

Mr. WILSON (Caming): To my
mind there cannot be the slightest doubt
that the debate on this Loan Bill is one
of very great importance to the country
at large ; and I was pleased to hear yester-
day evening the very excellent speech
delivered by the member for Geraldton
{Mr. Robson), when he made a plain,
unvarnished, and business-like protest
against centralisation and the further
borrowing policy of the Forrest Mimstry.
I think the member for Bast Coolgardie
{Mr. Moran) also deserves the congratu-
lations of this House; for certainly, to
my mind, he grasped the very grave and
serious position in which we are placed,
and in his very eloquent speech he told
the House that he wonld not permit his
allegiance to the Premier to override his
judgment with regard to the Premier’s
fiscal policy. On that account I think
the hon. member is to be congratulated :
he has shown that he has the courage of
his convictions; and although for vears
he has faithfully supported the Forrest
Government, he npow says: “So far
and no further will I support you,
in this borrowing and spending pohcy.”
I cannot help contrasting the apeeches
of these two members with that de-
livered by the Premier himself, I
think the speech of the right hon.
gentleman was one of the most remark-
able of his very many remarkable utter-
ances in this House, for he went.out of
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his way not only to abuse hon. members,
but, to my mind, to cast very base and
gross insinuations against their integrity.
After casting abuse at all and sundry in
the House who oppose him in his policy,
after attacking friend and foe alike, and
after imputing uuworthy and to some
extent dishonest motives, esprcially to
hon. members on the Opposition side of
the House, he practically pleaded guilty
to what I may term political jobbery,
and he did this inasmuch as he intimated
that he had expected support from hon.
members in veturn for honours conferred
upon them, and for moneys expended in
their electorates. If that ix to be the
position of politics in Western Australia—

THE Premier: I do not think that is
accurate,

Mz, WILSON : I say if that is to be
the position of politics in Western Ans-
tralia, if that is to be the position of
members in this House, then T for one
would wish to be relieved of all public
duties in connection with Parliament. I
refuse to prostitute my freedom of politi-
cal thought and opinions for works to be
done in my electorate or for honowrs to
be conferred upon me personally, and 1
hope that is the stand all hon. members
will take in this House. T hope they will
refuse to support the Premier in such a
course, and that whether they be Oppo-
gition or Government supporters, they
will let him know once for all that they
intend everything to be clear and above-

board, and that they will not. put up with

such insinuations at his hands.

Tue Presmier: That is exactly what
I want.

Me, WILSON : The nght hon. gentle-
man’s retort, or his accusation, thrown
out to the member for East Fremantle
{Mr. Holmes), certainly hears out the
construction I put upon his remarks.
He stated -that the hon. member had
gone to him and under false pretences

gtined an honour, and two days after-,

wards passed over to the Opposition side
of the House and opposed him. Certainly
that is not a worthy motive to attribute
to any hon. member. And what was the
honour conferred upon the member for
East Fremantle? T believe he was made
a justice of the peace.
this House think the member for East
Fremantle, because he has been made a
justice ‘of the peace, is going to support
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the Forrest Ministry through thick and
thin? It is absurd, and I think the
assertion made was beneath the dignity
of the position which the right hen.
gentleman holds. It appears to me, in
looking casually through this Bill, and
especially the schedule, that the remarks
that have fallen from previous speakers,
as to the Bill having been drawn to some
extent to stifie opposition, are justified.
One cunnot help being struck with the
fact that in nearly every electorate some-
thing has to be done which no doubt to
some extent is nrgent; and I am in that
position. There is a work here which, as
the Premier said, 1 admitted was of an
urgent nature. Take the extension of
the Bunbury harbour works: [ admit
that money ought to be expended on the
Bunbury harbour works to make them
adequate for the large shipping trade
which is there now, and which we hope
will continue to increase; and a small
sum of money put down here for the
improvement of harbours and rivers
is of very great interest so far as
my electorate is eoncerned, inasmuch as I
believe it provides the necessary funds
for dredging the River Swan, and thus
opening up a betiter means of communi-
cation between the city of Perth and
South Perth. ButI do not intend for
one moment to allow a triffing matter of
thie description, a trifling expenditure
of money in connection with my electorate,
to stand in the way of my judgment and
decision on the principle of this further
borrowing, and I hope and trust that so
long as I occupy a position in this House
I will be able to rise above this parochial
legislation, above the requirements of my
electorate, and take a broad view when I
am dealing with the finances of the
counfry. I always endeavour to take a
broad view, and I think I have managed
up to the present to take a much broader
view than the Premier himself has taken
in this matter.

Tue PrEMIBR:
that.

Mr. WILSON: 1 agree with the
assertion that the matter of improving
the River Swan should not have been
included in this Loan Bill. The reason
it stands here is that the promise made
to include the cost of the improvement of
the river in the ordinary Bstimates of
revenue and expenditure was not kept by

Weall kunow about
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the Ministry. Pressure was brought to
bear upon the Premier, and he agreed to
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our financial stability. That is the main
point, and surely if there is the slightest

bring down the sum in this Lean Bill. ! risk of endangering our financial stability,

Of course my electors would be sadly
disappointed if the work were not carried
out. Nevertheless, I am glad to.think
they will support me in the stand 1 take
in adopting a national view of this ques-
tion of further borrowing, and in the
%Qflition I intend to occupy towards this

ill.

Tee Premier: You always do give
opposition. That is nothing new,

Mgr. WILSON: I think we have to
consider this furtber borrowing policy
from two aspects. First [ wish briefly
to touch upon the point whether we have
given railway facilities within reasonable
bounds; and, secondly, I think we may
judge it from the aspect as to whether we
have reached the reasonable bounds of
our borrowing policy. I believe every-
one will agree that we have given railway
facilities, at least as good, if not better
than those given by any other of the
Australagian group. Up to the present
we mway lay claim to having carrled our
railway policy ahead very much faster
than the other colonies, and to have given
facilities in districts such as other colonies
certainly would not have given them in.
On that head we may sufely say we have
given every facility up to the present that
ought to be required. Some two years
ago I said in this House that i the
Premier would adopt as his national
policy that of railway construction and
opening up the country by means of rail-
ways, and would leave such works as the
Coolgardie water supply scheme to be
carried out by private enterprise, or by
those who wanted the water, then he
might safely go abead with his railway
policy; and I maintain that if he had
carried out that suggestion, to-day, instead
of having opposition to the extension of
his railways, instead of being troubled
with regard to his rolling-stock, and
instead of not knowing how he is going
to carry the traffic all over the railways
as constructed, as pointed out by the
member for East (Coolgardie (Mr. Moran),
he would have had ample scope and
ample means at his disposal to carry out
all these works and many others of urgent
necessity.
out works of this description we must

1 take it that in carrying !

be very careful indeed not to endanger

there cannot be any harm in, at any rate,
postponing works of this description for
12 months or even two years. The Pre-
mier has stated over and over again, and
I think he stated last night, that the
bulk of these works, at all events so far
as the railwavs are concerned, are pay-
able works. By that, he meant that the
works would pay their way; not only
pay interest on the amount of money
used on their construction, but also sink-
ing fund and working expenses. We
bave not had the slightest proof in this
House that these railways projected by
the Forrest Ministry will pay. We have
bad no estimates of the traflic to be con-
veyed over them, and no estimates showing
what profits he expects to derive from
that traffic. The only thing we have had
stated here is the right hon, gentleman's
opinion—in fact, his certainty--that the
lines will prove remunerative. We want
sonething wmore conclusive than this
before we commit the country to further
borrowing. We wani to get figures and
facts as was done by the contractors
for the Coolgardie ratlway before they
put in their tender. They went on to the
ground and gauged the traffic; they esti-
mated the value of that traffic, and knrew
to a nicety almost the profit they could
make out of the constiruetion of that line.
‘Why have not the Government done the
same in connection with these railways?
Wo have no figures of any description to
guide us, and, as far as hon. members
can judge, possibly these railways may be
an addition to the non-paying railways of
the country. In fact, the tendency is to
come to that coneclusion. It is perhaps
ancient history that the Premier has
on very many occasions publicly stated
he would not be found advocating further
borrowing until the present authorisa-
tions were exhausted, wnor indeed until
we had a large increase in population.
This has been stated over and over again.
It was stated by the Premier at Bunbury
in March, I think, of 1896 or 1897, at
the gencral election. It was further
repeated in this House, T believe, each
vear when the Premier spoke on his
fiscal policy; and yet what do we find ?
We find that although these statements
have been made and reiterated by the
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right hon. gentleman, we have been
reappropriating moneys, lmowing full
well that all moneys reappropriated must
sooner or later be replaced by further
borrowing. What is the position to-day ¥
We have authorised loans of £12,170,000;
we have loans and Treasury bills current
to the amount of £11,022,000, leaving a
balunce of our authorisations yet unraised
of £1,148,000. What have we to do
with that balance? I take it that the
very least we can estimate the works to be
completed for —and works which must be
completed, whether the Forrest Ministry
be in power or not—is £3,000,000. We
have the Coolgardie water scheme, upon
which T think half a million has been
spent. Two millions at the very least,
if not more, will be required to finish
that scheme within the next two years.
‘We have also the Fremantle harbour
works, thal great national work which
any Ministry must of necessity complete,
and that, I maintain, will require half a
million more than has been expended
down to the present time. Including a
graving dock, the work of deepening the
harbour and other works projected, we
shall be lucky indeed if we get off with a
turther expenditure of halt a million.

Tee Preamier: By your action you
want to stop the works.

Mr. WILSON : In addition to this,
on the right hon. gentleman’s own show-
ing, we have our rolling-stock so short
on existing lines and some of the rolling-
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stock is in such a state of disrepair that °

at least half a million pounds will be
required to put it in good order, and to
properly equip the existing lines. This
means that three millions of money must,
of necessity, be raised within the next
two years, and in addition to that we
must raise sufficient money by loan to
retire the Treasury bills of £2,050,000
which are now current. This gives us
five millions of money to be raised within
the next two yvears. It must be raised
by the right hon. gentleman or his sue-
cessors; and has the Premier not told

us more than once, at any rate my

memeory serves me well when I say once,
that the limit of our borrowmg capacity
with our present population is about
£2,000,000 per annum, whereas I have
proved we require to raise two and a half
millions per anmunm, and the Premier
wishes to saddle the country with a further
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loan of a million of money. I think, from
the Premier’s own utterances, it iz proved
that we have reached, for the present at
any rate, the limit of our safe borrowing
powers, and I think that is also proved
by the experience of the other colonies,
as we find that when all our authorisa-
tions are exhausied our debt will be £30,
at least, per head of the population, the
heaviest of the Australasian group.

Me. MonGER : Provided we do noi, in-
creage in population proportionately.

Mr. WILSON : Very much has been
said by previous speakers about the value
of our mines, and no hon. member can be
otherwise than proud of the achievements
of our gold industry, when we consider
the output of gold has overtaken the two
largest gold-producing colonies of the
Eastern coast. At the same time, I wish
to join issue with those who have talked
about the mines as being an asset against
our loans. T fail to see how we can
reasonably put down the Great Boulder
and the Lake View Counsols as security
against our loans. Take it this way:
supposing the gold produetion, instead of
averaging oue ounce o one ounce and a
half throughout the country, averaged ten
ounces per ton, would that give us any
increase in population unless new mines
were opened up? Would it give us
increased traffic over our railways?
Would it inerease our revenue ? Not one
iota. . We should derive the same revenue
as we do at the present time. There
would be the same traffic over our rail-
ways if the result was ten ounces as there
is with an ounce to an ounce and a half
to the ton to-day. Therefore, it cannot
be said, because our mines are rich, that
is & set-off against the money expended
Ly the Government. The mines are
private property, and no matter how
wealthy they may be, unless they employ
more hands than they have done in the
past, we cannot hope for a direct result
so far as the traffic on the railways and
the revenue of the country is concerned.
One point we have to carefully consider
15 this : should these railways and works

. prove nonpaying, as they very easily may

do at some future time, who is going to
bear the burden? Will the mines bear
the burden? Will any of the great
industries of the country bear this extra
burden? They will bear their share of
taxation, that 1s all. Tt must of necessity
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mean this: if our railways cease paying,
we must have taxation in some other form
to pay the interest on the loans, therefore
the burden will come right back on the
people. The people who are now to be
taxed to find the interest on the loans
already raised must be further taxed to
find the interest on this excessive loan.

Tare Premier: The people are not
taxed very much at the present time.

Mr. WILBON : They may not be taxed
directly very much, but the people of
Western Australia are one of the heaviest
taxed people in the whole of the Aus-
tralasian group, indirectly. Ido notthink
anyone can gainsay that.

Tree PreEMier: Not more so than
people in the other colonies: I do mot
think as much.

Mr. WILSON : We bave pointed out
over and over again from this (Opposi-
tion) side of the House that when the
right hon. gentleman carried the Cool-
gardie water scheme it meant a stoppage
of all other works in the colony, prac-
tically; and as L have proved that we have
reached, to my mind, the safe limit of
borrowing for the present time, I appeal
to hon. members to say if what we said
has not come true, if it is not so. Having
reached the safe limit of our borrowing
powers, the Coolgardie water scheme has
decidedly stopped the works which other-
wise hon. members would have been
pleased to pass. There is another
argument I might advance, that in con-
structing railways it is not only the first
cost that has to be considered. This
appears to be the case so far as I gather
from the remarks of the right hon.
gentleman, who said he only wanted an
mstalment of the cost of construction.
Not only has the Premier to get the
balance of the cost of construction for the
works, but he must not hide the fact
that it is not ounly the first cost we
have to consider, bhut when we get
the works completed and the railways
in running order, then the Government are
troubled with the upkeep of the work und
the lines. Taking into consideration at
the present time that we must raise money
to equip our present railways with rolling-
stock, as already borne out by the Pre-
mier—in fact I think he hinted that it
might possibly be bis duty to increase the
amount of the Bill to cover the rolling-
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order the Government must spend money
to keep the railwaysin good working con-
dition to cope with the existing trade. . I
think it most unwise, and a bad policy on
the part of the Government and this
Bouse, to sanction any further borrowing
at the present time. The only thing that
will warrant further borrowing is a settled
and permanent increase in population.
That i3 the ouly thing which will warrant
us in inereasing our authorisations at the
present time, and I hope hon. members
will take that view of it and see that the
Bill ig not allowed to pass. I do not say
for a moment, and I hope hon. members
will agree with me, that the country will
receive any injury in delaying this
measure for twelve months. The country
is not going to be ruined. The Premier
accused us of having no faith in our
country: we have every faith in the
country. We believe in our natural
resources, and we believe this is one of
the richest colonies on the continent. Tt
only wants careful administration on the
part of the Forrest Ministry to bring the
eolony out of the present clond of depres-
sion and steer clear of any financial
trouble. Old Western Australians do
not support the borrowing and spending
policy of the Government. I have spoken
to many of them, and they say
that the right hon. gentleman is going
too fast, and that is the general feel-
ing throughout the country. It is a
question of borrowing and spending
until we shall come to a standstill. I
hope, in conelusion, that hon. members
will endeavour to sink the requirements
of their electorates; I hope they will
endeavour to rise above parochial legisla-
tion which, of course, is very difficult to
hide when electors are pulling at hon.
members to get this and that done in
their constituencies. It is natural that
members should be anxious to see items
which will carry out works in their
constituencies passed; but I trust to-
night, when the division comes, that hon.
members will rise above these considera-
tions, will take a national view of the
finances, and vote according to their
convictions, as it will be for the general
weal of the country. I certainly shall
oppose this second reading, and I hope
other hon. members will do the same, s0
that we shall have no further borrowing

stock for existing lines—to keep works in | this year.
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Me. HOLMES (East Fremantle): It
is my intention to oppose the second
reading of this Bill, and I shall bLriefly
explain my reasons for so doing. I
gathered from the remarks of the Premier,
the other evening, when moving the
second reading of this Bill, that out of
present loan authorisations there areabout
one million pounds available to continue
present works.
think, agree with me that this million of
loan money, with about three millicns of
revenung—four millions in all—will be
sufticient for the present Ministry, with

the present population, to spend during -

the course of the present vear. TFour
million pounds will be sufficient with the
limited population which we have now.

Tue Premier: Ne one said we were
going to spend it this year.

Mr. HOLMES: The Coolgardiec wuter
scheme is the only work demanding
large expenditure of public money which
is in hand at the present time. The
estimated expenditure on this work, I

think, is about one million pounds per

annum, or half a million for the next six
movnths. Surely there is half a million
available out of the million pounds yet

in hand and to be raised, to countinue the

Coolgardie water scheme until we meet
in the early part of next year. The other

balf million pounds will be sufficient to .

carry on harbour works, improvements
to existing lines, and to give a further
supply of rolling-stock. If this were
done, and the expenditure in this direc-
tion carried into effect in the course of the

next few months, in the early part of next ;
year when Parliament weets, the money |
market may probably be in a better posi- :

tion than it is to-day. We shall know what
our requirements are, and what are the
most important works to push along with.
If that be done, we shall have done very
well, becauge the Premier will be com-
pelled to keep his promise not to ask the

country to embark on any further loam '

authortsation until the present authorisa-
tion has been exhaunsted. That is a
distinet promise, made repeatedly by the

Premier, and the House ought to msist -

on his carrying out the promise. I bave
yet to learn that the railway extension
policy, as laid down in the Bill, is desir-
able. I am prepared to admit a railway
to Leonora would be acceptable; but
have not each und all of us desired in our
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I private lives many works of importance
and urgency we would be only too pleased
to carry out, had we the wherewithal?
In such cases, we have to gauge our
expenditure according to our income, and
a little hesitation has a good effect. The
first question is whether we are in a
position to undertake the works laid
down in the Loan Bill? T am con-
vinced we are not, and consequently I
am prepared to vote against the second
reading of the Bill. It has been sug-
gested there are hon. members on both

1 sides of the House who dare not

oppose the Bill because it contains

items of expenditure in their par-

! ticular districts. Members for Ifre-
mantle have been singled out and told

. that because an expenditure of £70,000
is proposed in that constituency, they dare
not oppose the Bill. I will not commit

' the country to a further lability of
£1,500,000 in order that £70,000 may be

_ spent at Fremantle. There is too much

' of the “sprat to catch a mackeral”

business, not only in this House, but

| throughout the length and breadth of the
country ; and I for one will try to raise
myself above ordinary political considera-
tions, and view matters from a broader

point of view than hon. members perhaps

F give me credit for. Experience teaches

us that it is an unfortunate position,

| whether we be an ordinary individual or
a Colonial Treasurer, to have labilities

y increaging with no idea how we are to

E finance them ; and that is the position in
which the Premier will find himself atan

j early date, if he does not already find

i himself there. The effect of this has
been shown in a marked degree in our

| recent transactions with London financial

|
|

institutions, Have we not been adjusting
our accounts and satisfying one creditor
by borrowing from another, each time
paying an increased rate of interest?
That will continue as long as we ave com-
pelled to borrow meoney to meet obliga-
tions ; and the financiers of Tondon know
our position. They knew the Premier
had certain Treasury bills to meet on the
lst December, and would have to pay
their price, and they made him pay
accordingly. How easy would it be for
us if we were ifo first arrange our
finances and, after putting them on
. a satisfactory basis, say to these gentle-

men, “ We have many works and im-
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provements we desire to carry out;
and if you are prepared to ireat us
liberally and fairly we will proceed, but if
you are not, we will wait until a more
convenient season.”
we would be in a position to dietate our
terms to financiers, instead of having
financiers dictating their terms to us;
and it is with the object of putting our
finances on a satisfactory basis before
neurring further liabilities, that I oppose
the second reading of the Bill. I am
supported by the fact that the existing
railways, over which the increased traffic
would have to pass, cannot cope with the
traffic of to-day; anhd if anything be
necessary, it is not an extension of our
railway sysiem, but a further expenditure
on rolling.stock, in order to bring the
latter to a proper state of efficiency. If,
in the present authorisation, there is no
provision for rolling-stock, I am prepared
to assist the Government and their
supporters in providing mmeans to supply
the deficiency; but 1 must oppose the
Loau Bill as it stands. Before concluding,
I should like to ask the attention of the
House for one moment while I make a
personal explanation.
night showed cowardly,
spite when he charged me with deserting
his side of the House.

The PreEmiEr: Are these words par-
liamentary ?

Tee Speaker: No; I think the ex-
pressions are improper for the hon
member to use.

M=. HOLMES: Then I withdraw the
expressions. The Premier charged me
with deserting his side of the House.
Well, T admit the desertion, and have
congratulated myself ever since on having
crossed the floor. The Premier said I
wus elected to support the Government,
but I would ask hon. members to follow
me just & moment while I refer to what
T said in iy first speech in this House,
when secondmny the Address-in-Reply. I
then said :

Hence my seconding the Address-in-Keply
signifies no more than that I will give &
general support to the present occupants of

The Premier last
mean, petty -

[ASSEMBLY.

1

If that were done -

Second reading.

Mg. Georare: The hon. member could
not make the speech before he wasreturned.
Mr. HOLMES: I went on to say:

But I feel sure that this House and my con-
stituents will understand my line of action in
thua stating at the outset that I am not a
tl‘%ck-and-thin supporter of the Ministry in
affice.

That was the first remark ‘I made on

i addressing the House, and it speaks for

the Treasury benches, so long as the policy -

pursued promises to further the best interests
of the country.

Mr. Huesre: Have the Government
not pursued that policy ¥

Tue Premier: That speech was made
after the hon. member had been returned.

itself, and cannot be denied. The Premier
made a further statement which I dented
at the time, and which I deny now, that I
desired honours from him. The Premier
knows it is not a fact that I desired
honours from him.

Tre PrEmMIEr: I say it is an absolute
fact, and the member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest) was the medimn.

Mr. HOLMES: I may tell hon. mem-
bers that in November, when I was firing
shots from the Government side, and
making things not too comfortable for the
Government, the member for West Kim-
berley approached me on the floor of the
House, and offered to appoint me a justice
of the peace.

Mr. HusBrE : I do not believe it.

Me. HOLMES: I refused the offer.

Me. HusBLE: You would be only too
glad to receive it.

Me. HOLMES: I refused it, and the
member for West Kimberley can bear
out my statement.

Tee Premter: But the member for
West Kimberley had not the giving of the
appointment.

Mr. HOLMES : I afterwards accepted
appointment as justice of the peace, but I
did not know the honour was intended as
a bribe. The only communication thaf
pussed between the Premier and myself on
thesubject was oneletter, whichIhave here,
and in which he said he would be prepared
to recommend me for the appointment. I
aceepted the position as an honour; but
I huve refused it as a Dbribe, and have
this day tendered my resignation as a
justice of the peace of this colony. That
wag the only charge the Premier could
bring against me, namely that I refused
to sell my principles bhecause he had
made me a justice of the peace.

Tue PreEmier: Nothing of the sort.

Mz, HOLMES: I refused to bhe a
pelitical mute, and consequently I have
brought down the wrath of a vindictive
and autocratic Premier.
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Tue PreEmise: Reslly! The hon
member must not charge me with being
“ vindictive.”

TAE Speakkr : [ think the hon
member for East Fremantle ought to
withdraw that word.

Mg. BOLMES: I withdraw the word.

Tae PreEmiER: For his own sake, the
hon. member cughi to e a little reason-
able.

Mr. HOLMES: The Premier last night
charged me with getting honours under
false pretences, and with deserting his
side of the House.

TeE PrEmiek: I do not think I did.

Mr. Hupere: If the Premier cid
make the charge, it was true.

Mr. HOLMES: The Premier whines
because he does not receive the support
he thinks he deserves; but if the Pre-
mier will conduct the affairs of the
country in a more satisfactory manner
than in the past, I for cne will be found
lending him more support than at the
present time,

Tae Premier: I told you I did not
want your support.

Mg, JamEs: You seem very sorry to
have lost it.

Tue PrREMIER : Sorry!

Me. HOLMES: It is better for me fo
sit opposite and rebule the Premier, than
to sit behind him and be a traitor to
myeelf and & traitor to the people in
assisting him, by means of reckless
expenditure, in bringing disaster on the
country. I oppoese the second rveading of
the Bill, and support the amendment of
the member for Albany.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS (Hon. ¥. H. Piesse): It is not
my intention to add much to this already
lengthy debate; but as several allusions
have been made to matters affecting the
Railway Department, including the ques-
tion of rolling-stock and duplication of
the Kalgoorlie line, it is due to the House,
and also in the interests of the depart-
ment, that some explanation should be
given. If one may judge from remarks
which have fallen from the lips of various
speakers during the debate, it might be
inferred that the Government were not
coguizant of the necessity for providing
the necessary rolling-stock for the truflic
of the railways. A few evenings ago,
however, I menticned that the Govern-
ment are well aware a shortage in rolling-
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stock is causing some anxiety, but that
despite this shortage, the business in
regard to railway trafic is going on
fairly satisfactorily. “While it would be
better if we had more stock, there have
been no very serious delays up to the
present, and we have been able to meet
most of therequirements. The demands
made by the traffic have probably been
in excess of what could be fully met on
application ; but with energy on the part .
of the department, combined with
economy and the methods adopted in
discharging goods from wagons, we have
so far been able to keep the traffic going,
as I have said. fairly satisfactorily.
We expect some further improvement
during the course of the next few months;
not because we shall receive additional
rolling-stock, but because we are making
arrangements at different places to further
expedite the discharge of the goods trom
the wagons, and are also making arrange-
ments at Kalgoorlie and on the Boulder
line by which we shall be better able to
deal with the wagons than we can do
now. I admiited a few®evenings ago
that the congestion at Kalgoorlie and at
the Boulder has no doubt caused great
ingonvenience to the publie, and it is
much to be regretted that we have so far
been unable to cope with the difficulty
as satisfactorily as we would have liked
to do; but arrangements have now been
made for the expenditure of about
£15,000 in connection with nprove-
ments at the Kulgoorlie yard and at the
different Boulder stations; and these
improvements will, it is hoped, afford us
some relief within the next five or six
weeks.

M=. Moran: That does not include
the duplicating of the line?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: No. This work is now in hand
nt Kalgoorlie, and I mentioned, when
speaking of it some few evenings ago,
that some weeks ago we had been pressed
by the people on the fields o commence
it immediately ; but T pointed out that,
owing to the time required for prepara-
tion of designs, and with a view of doing
the work as economically as possible,
some delay had occurred, though I am
glad to say the work is now progressing
with more despatch, and some very
considerable relief should be afforded
us almost at once. We have also
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made arrangements for special atten- |
tion to be given to rolling-stock on the
fields by appointing an inspector whose |
special duty it is to attend to the dis- |
charge of the stock in that district, and |
to despatch it as quickly as possible to

the coast; and I am informed by the
Chief Traffic Manager no later that this
evening that there has been a decided
improvement in this matter, and that the
stock is coming forward very much better
than it did some weeks previously.
Recently I mentioned in the House that
we had already anticipated this demand
for rolling-stock by ordering 300 bogie
wagons. These will be equal to 600
Four-wheeled wagons, and the ironwork
for them is in a fair way towards com-
pletion in England, and will be in this
colony Ly the latter part of April or the
beginning of May next. Of course the
difficulty we have to face in the interim is
one which no doubt will cause us a great
deal of anxiety, but T can assure the
House that there will be little interference
with the traffic, excepting that there will
be individual cases of inconvenience and
trouble to the people who have to use the
railways, and of trouble and anxiety to
the department. I frequently find exag-
gerated statements made with regard to
the delays, and I have one instance before
me this evening. Since tea-hour, while
gitting in the House, I have received a
telegram from Bunbury which states
that a steamer will arrive there at 3
o'clock to-morrow morning ; that she will
have to load B0 trucks of timber;
that this timber is now at the mills;
that it cannot be conveyed into the port
in time; and that the steawner will con-
sequently be delayed. On receipt of this
telegram I at once placed myself in
communication with the Chief Traffic
Manager, and found that this steamer,
which it is said will arrive at 3 o’clock
to-morrow morning, and which no doubt
will arrive at that lhour, will- not com-
mence loading till 9 o’clock, and that the
wagons will be there at 8:30; and that
the department are making every pro-
vision to bring in the remainder of the
timber for the purpose of giving this
vessel prompt despalch., No doubt the
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made out to be, that the department are

. quite equal to the occasion, and are

doing their best to meet the emergency.
‘We know that frequently we find exag-
gerated statements made as to delays;
and I am quite confident, too, that delays
do occur, that inconvenience is caused,
and that much trouble doubtless is
sometimes experienced by customers of
the railways in consequence of these
delays; but frequently the public are
inclined to exaggerate their grievances.

Mr. Voargg: Has this any particular
connection with the Loan Bill ¥

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It has, in connection with the
rolling-stock. Everyone else has had his
say about the railways and the rolling-
stock, and about all the items which
affect the railways; and I therefore think
that, in defence of my department, and
also with 2 view to allaying the public
fear on this question. I am entitled to
address the House. That is one of the
chief reasons for which I have risen
to-night—to allay the public apprehen-
sion 1 regard to the anticipated shortage
of rolling-stock, which it is supposed will
canse great inconvenience to the public,
and great loss and trouble in the convey-
ance of merchandise throughout the
colony. Those who remember the block
of 1896 will recollect that we then had
most serious trouble. We had at thut
time only 1,300 trucks; tu-day we bhave
4,300. At that time we conveyed over
the railway about 800,000 tons of
goods annum; to-day we carry
about 1,300,000 tons of goods, and
we have to-day three times as many
wagons as we had in 1896, although we
have not three times as great a traffic;
congequently there is not so great a diffi-
culty facing us to-day as faced us in
1896. We were able to overcome the
difficulty in 1896, and I take it we shall
be able to overcome our difficulties in
1899 and 1900.

Mr. Georex: You have an increased
mileage.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS: T know we have: I recognise
that. But it will be remembered, too,
that in July of 1896 the goldfields line
was opened as far as Boorabbin, and in
Septernber of that year it had been opened
to Kalgnorlie ; consequently the muleage

' was 385 even at that time; so the hon.
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member will see that although the mile-
age to-day is very great, we had also a
considerable mileage in the latter part of
1896. Then, too, we have a very much
larger number of wagons, and conse-
quently we shall be able to deal with the
trafic much better than we were able
to do at that time. At the same time
the officers of the departiment, as well as
myself, fully recognise that every possible
effort must be made, and that everything
should be dene by the department to do
their duty to the public in regard to the
traffic. We have already anticipated our
requirements for the future; and 1 wrote
out a few notes giving a list of stock of
which indents are now being prepared;
and although only £195,000 has been
provided for that purpose in the schedule
of this Loan Bill, still, as T said, this is
a first instalment of the amount required
to pay for relling-stock which will eventu-
ally cost something over £500,000. Now
with regard to the relaying of the line
to Kalgoorlie: we have in course of
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age to the department to take the work
in hand at ouce; and so, anticipating the
necessity for this work, the new rails
should be ordered as soon as possible to
complete this 190 miles of line. This, I
think, will obviate the necessity for

| duplicating that line for some litile time
. longer; and although we mmust keep in

view the necessity for the duplication
provided the business continues toincrease,
still I would point out that we are able
to carry out that work of relaying, and I
do not see any reason why we should not
be able to carry it out within a reason-
able period. Then for some time to
come, with crossing-stations placed at
convenient distances of about eight miles,
we have almost the advantage of a dupli-
cate line. But there is one thing we
mpst not lose sight of. 1f we could

' dispense with & good number of these

progress the relaying of a portion, what

18 termed ‘‘the old line,” that is the
line laid with the old rails for the Eastern
railway. That will take us 380 miles,
and we have then a distance of 190 miles
to complete; and the completion will
cost us about £135,000. I think I have
already expressed my opinion, in which I
wm borne out by the General Manager,
that no time should be lost in ordering
the rails for the completion of the relaying
of this portion of the line with heavier
metal.
M=z. Georee: Hear, hear.

stations, we should do away with a large
cost in upkeep which we are paying to-day,
and there would be great economy i
duplicating the line, and in thus dis-
peunsing with those stations; for if we

. capitaliged the cost of their upkeep, no

doubt we should more than pay the
interest on the money which would be
needed to carry cut the duplication. The

, other question mentioned to-night has

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL- -

WAYS: The member for the Murray
(Mr. George) knows well that the traction
power of such engines as the Class K
would greatly assist us by enabling us to
take those engines over that section of
the line between Northam and Kalgoorlie,
thus permitting of a greater load than
we are able to draw to-day with our
Class G and Class O engines; so

that we should economise very much -

by having additional haulage power
besides the engines which are now avail-
able, and which would certainly be made
uge of in carrying larger loads than we
are able to draw to-day with the smaller
engines we are using. So that the relay-
ing would be a great economy to the
country, and it would be a great advant-

Leen the matter of the Boulder railway.
This is one of the works we are providing
for in the Bill before the House; and
with the great amount of traflic which we
have wupon that line, the duplication
of atleast that portion between Kalgoorlie
and Gumballa, a distance of about five
miles, is absolutely necessary, and should
be carried out with the greatest possible
dispatch ; in fact, I am pressed to com-
mence that work tminediately, but I fear
to do so unless we have the sanction of
the House to this Loan Bill. Therefore
I say that the provision made in the Bill
for the carrying out of the work on
this Boulder lize is a necessary provision,
and one whicl should be made when the
Bill is before the Conunittee.

Mr. Morax : Is not this work included
in *“extension #"

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: No; it is not: it is a special
appropriation.  In the item, ** Improve-
ments to open railways,” the work in
conneciion with the Kalgoorlie yard will
be included, and other works of a similar
character; but this work in connection
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with the Boulder railway is provided for | the Government of this country, he will

by a special appropriation under this
Loan Bill.

Mr. Mogan: Then strike out the word
“ extension.” )

Tex COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: That is a question to be dealt
with in Committee. 1 hardly think it
necessary to deal with any other matters
in connection with this Loan Bill, because
so much has already been said by others
who have spoken on the subject, and it
has been dealt with so strongly by my
right hon. colleague that I do not intend
to detain the House further, excepting in
regard to those items which I have
already mentioned ; and therefore I con-
tent myself with saying that if we take the
report of the general manager upon the
several items — rolling-stock, necessary
works, Boulder railway, Coolgardie-
Kalgoorlie railway, the relaying of the rail-
way with heavier rails — I think the
report of that officer gives such informa-
tion as will be an assurance to the House
that although these works are absolutely
necessary, there is no immediate danger—
that is, danger to the traffic—in conse-
quence of their not being carried out.; but
as soon as we can possibly do the work,
it should be undertaken. In that state-
ment I concur, and I may say that I have
already represented it to my right hon.
colleague, who is fully seized of all the
facts 1 connechion with this matter; and
immediately this Bill passes through the
House, as I hope it will, and we are given
sufficient funds to carry out the work.
no time will be lost in at once putting in
hand anything that may be necessary in
regard to the traffic in connection with
our railways, and in carrying out the
works so essential to their completion.

M=r. Georek: Will you strike out
some of those railways in the schedulg?

Mz. Leage: Where are youn to get the
money ?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: There are some works which we
can commence if we have the authorisa-
tion: we can get the money from other
sources provided we have the authorisa-
tion; and I think that is the course
which the member for Albany (Mr.
Leake) knows full well is one which is
resorted to frequently, and one wlieh we
ghall have to resort to in the circum-
stances. I fake it that if he ever * rung”

find himself obliged to adopt similar
means, if he has to keep pace with the
times in the same way as this Govern-
ment is attempting to do.

M‘n: Leage: A policy of misappropria-
tion !

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: T have no more to say. I hope
the few words I have said in regard to
this matter will allay the public fears in
connection with the difficulties facing us
to-day; and I wish to agsure this House
that so far as the officers of my depart-
ment are concerned, so far as everyone
connected with it is concerned, they are
seized of the fact that the greatest expe-
dition should be used to improve the
traffic arrangements; that all due economy
should be exercised, and that every effort
should be made to facilitate the dispaich
of goods, and to cause as little incon-
venience as possible to the public. In
that I concur, and my best efforts will be
made, as Minister controlling the depart-
ment, to see that the business is carried
on satisfactorily.

Me. GrrcorY: Does the Engineer-in-
Chief approve of £40,000 being spent at
Bunbury ?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAJL-
WAYS: T should like to answer that
question in Committee.

Mr. CONOLLY (Dundas): Tt was
not my intention to say anything with
reference to this question at the present
juncture. Tn fact I should have preferred
to deal with that portion of the Loan
Bill which most affects the district T have
the honour to represent, when the Bill
comes before us in Cowmmittee. But in
view of the many observations delivered
in the House this evening with regard to
the goldfield I represent, I do not think
it would be consistent with the duties I
have in this House, to allow the vote to
be decided without enlightening some
hon. members on the question. There
can be no doubt from the tone of the
debate which has taken place every time
this Bill has come under notice, that the
railways the Government propose cause
the most difticulty and are most warmly
opposed by many members intending to
vote aguinst the Bil itself. It is for
that reason that, while there are many
important works included in the Bill, T
shall concentrate my observations on the
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railway portion of the proposals. I do
not think those who have spoken with
regard to this Bill have any great fears
as to the merits of the Leonora line.
From what I can understand both inside
and outside the House, a large majority
of members have expressed themselves
strongly in favour of this line, not only on
account of the large amount of country
that it will open up, but also from its
remunerative standpoint, and I do not
think there can be any reasonable objec-
tion to its construction. The second
great work is the line which, as every-
body knows, affects the welfare of
my district. It is the line over which
there has been very considerable contro-
versy. Whatever attitude many members
may take up with regard to the port of
Esperance, I would like to say my atti-
tude in reference to it and to this Bill is
one which is fully concurred in by the
people of that town. Ithink the attitude
I have taken up on this question is suffi-
ciently well known to hon. members for
them to understand what my feelings are
at the present moment. The people of
Esperance—that is to say, the remnants
of the people now living there, between
300 and 400 out of a population of about
1,600—have at last, I may say, ca,pltn-
lated. They say to the Norseman people,
“Very well,if the Government absolutely
refuse either to construct this line or
to allow other people to do so, we will
throw our lot in with Norseman and
assist vou to get yours.” That is the
attitude I intend to take up on this ques-
tion. But I have really risen this evening
to enlighten some hon. members as to
the value and possibilities of the Dundas
goldfields.

Tue PrEmMIer: Hear, hear.

Mr. CONOLLY: That is what I am
going to speak of this evening. Judging
from the speech of the member for the
Murray (Mr, George), that gentleman has
absolutely no conception of what he is
talking about when he speaks of the
Dundas goldfield. He has never been
there. He has in all probability taken
his opinions from prejudiced people, and
when he says the Dundas goldfield does
not justify a rvailway, he shows that he
knows nothing about that goldfield—
what it has done, or what its possibilities
are going fo be. I regret to have to
speak of that hon. member in this way,
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but there is absolutely no other course
when one hears a member get up in this
House and declare his opposition to this
line before he has heard a single word
about it. There has been literally nothing
gaid in this House with regard to that
line, except what the Premier said yester-
day evening, and on that occasion the
hon. member was not in his seat and
consequently did not hear it. Without
entering into delail with reference to the
metrits of this field, I would like to say
that this goldfield has given a retura of
between £300,000 and £400,000 worth of
gold in its short career, und every ounce
of that gold has been obtained from the
stone. There has been absolutely no
alluvial geld to swell the return, which
cannot be said of any other goldfield in
the colony. If hon. members will only
go round and speak to those members
who did me the honour to accompany me
to the Dundas goldfield, they will without
the least d.iﬁicult,y be able to form opinions
a8 to the value of that field. All those
members who accompanied me on that
occasion will bear me out that there was
not one member of either of those parties
who, when they visited that field some 18
months ago, did not fully realise and
declare his opinion that the Dundas gold-
field was well worthy of a railway.

Mr. Grecory: What is about the
monthly average ?

Mr. CONOLLY : Last month T think
it was about 4,000. This goldfield at the
present time employs no less than 700
people directly by its mines, and the indi-
vidual outputs which the various mines
give I shall have much pleasure in stating
when the item itself comes before the
Committee. But I would like to say that
the Dundas field must not be compared
with such fields as those at Kalgoorlie.
In fact there is no field in this colony, or
I may say in the world, that I know
of, that is comparable with that great
centre. Afi the same time the Dundas
goldfield fully bears out everything the

+ right. hon. the Premier said about it

yesterday evening, and I think the hon.
member who has just asked me the

+ question as to what the monthly out.

. friends from Fremantle.

put was will agree with me that the
Dundas goldiield is worthy of a line. I
would like to add one thing, and this is
more closely connected with some of my
I do not wish
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to say anything derogatory of those hon.
members, We all know that hon. mem-
bers are supposed in this House to repre-
sent the best interests of their people, and
consequently whatever I say, I say with
due deference to the duty which I am
confident those members feel devolves
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upon them. But does it not appeal to !

hon. members, and T appeal more especi-
ally to the hon, members for Fremantle,
when I say that each time I have stood
up in this House during the last two
years and appealed to this Assembly to
give a line to connect Norseman with
Esperance, its closest seaport, the Fre-
mantle members have been the first and
strongest opponents? Now that the
Government turn round and propose to
connect this goldfield with Coclgardie,
which will benefit Fremantle, these people
again turn round and say “Noj; that
field shall not have it.” First they say
because it is not justified, and secondly
because the finances of the country will
not stand it. I would ask them if the
finances of the country will stand the
vast expenditure on the Fremantle har-
bour works 7 'Will the finances of the
colony stand the immense strain which
has for years and years been placed upon
them by the vast and important works
carried out at Fremantle? We never
hear anything about financial treuble in
that matter. I simply say it is the old
question which the Fremantle people, T
regret to assert, appear not to he able
to lose sight of, that the Southern
portion of Western Australia does not
belong to Western Awustralia, so far
as they are concerned. Would they
like to sink it or ruin it ? I await with
interest the attitude that some of my
friends from Frementle will take up on
this question. I wait with interest to see
whether they are still going to retain
that spirit of intense parochialism by
which they have characterised themselves
so long as they have been lefore the
public, or whether they will show a more
broad-minded, & more generous, and a
fairer spirit on the question of the railway
brought before the House with reference
to my district.

Mr. Morearns: What about the posi-
tion of the member for Geraldton ?

Tee PrEmier: What about the atti-
tude of your leader (Mr. Leake) and of
those other people over there.

1 pect,
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Me. CONOLLY: I will answer the
Premier, but I do not think it was a
well-directed question; for the reason
it involves the question why T have
associated myself with this side of the
House.

Me. Morar : That is too long: never
mind.

Mz. CONOLLY: I do not wish to
deal with it at any length, but I was
charged with it by the hon. member (the
Premier) the other evening, The explana-
tion will not be a very pleagsant one to give,
and I do not think it will be very pleasant
to him either. If gentlemen on the Gov-
ernment side had represented the Dundas
district as I have done, and the action of
the Government had recotled on the
people who sent them to this House, as
the action of this Government has re-
coiled on my people; if they had seen
one-half of their counstituency absolutely
ruined and the other half depending upon
a mere promise, which I may say at that
time appeared to have very small prospect.
of being realised, and even now we are
depending largely on the loyalty with
which the Government supporters sup-
port, the Premier himself——

Mz. Moran: No fear.

Mg, CONOLLY : I ask hon. members
what attitude they would have taken up,
Could they have supported a Govern-
ment that had done that to their people ?

Me. Moreans: Will the Opposition
help you?

Mr. CONOLLY : It does not matter
whether they will, but could T associate
myself with a Government that bad done
that to my people P

Trae Premisr: 1 think we are your
best friends yet.

Mr. CONOLLY : The right hon. the
Premier has to prove it yet. I do not
know exactly what opinion to express
upon it yet, but I can simply reiterate
what I said to my own people at Dundas,
and that is that they caunot live on pro-
mises. They must have something more
substantial.

Mr. Domerry: They will not have
promissory notes, then ?

Mg. CONOLLY: Provided they are
on good accounts we will have them.
‘When this item comes on, I think I shall
be able to more fully show hon. mem-
bers the resources, present and in pros-
of the Dundas goldfield. The
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only member who has expressed his
opposition to this railway in open and
deliberate texms this evening has, I am
sorry to say, only just returned to hear
me express my opinion of the gold-
field.

Mr. GEorGE: I have heard it, if you
refer to me. I bave heard all you said.

Mr. DOHERTY (North Fremantle):
This debate has revealed some State
secrets, for which members on the
Government side of the House should
require some explanation. I refer to the
discourse which fook place between the
Premier and the member for Central
Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) yesterday
afterncon. We want to know why the
Premier neglected the Government side of
the House, and went across to the other
side to offer the member for Ceutral
Murchison a seat in his Ministry. That
is what we require to know. Several
members on this side have ambitions equal
to the ambition of the member for Central
Murehison ; and we want to know why
the Premier left us out in the cold, and
went across to the Opposition side of the
House to try and induce a member to join
his Ministry. T understand the Premier
said that the only portfolio which the
member could fultil was that of Minister
of Religion, and that there was no open-
ing in that line.

Mr. Georae: That is blasphemy.

Mr. DOHERTY : Thatis the explana-
tion, I think. The Premier did offer
gome inducement to the member for
Central Murchison, and as the hon. mem-
ber i1s a teetotaller, he is not under the
influence of ardent spirits. Still T believe
there was 1o intention on the part of the
Premier to bring the mewmber for Central
Murchison over to this side of the House:
it was simply a “ try on.” 1 do not wish
to misrepresent the member for Central
Murchison, therefore I hope he will pay
attention to what I say, because he is the
financial authority of Western Australia,
the financial authority of this House,
and if I misrepresent him I shall be
satisfied to be corrected. The hon. mem-
ber told the House last night that it
would have been better for the Govern-
ment to have floated a loan at 93 than to
have purchased Exchequer bills at 101 af,
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4 per cent. for two years. That is exactly
what the hon. member said, and I would
like t¢ anulyse that statement. We find |
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by making the analysis that 93 would be
a very bad market to go to. All will
admit that. The Premier who would
face a market at 93 would bring discredit
on the country. But if the Premier did
go to the market at 93 for a loan of a
million pounds, he would receive £930,000:
the £70,000 would bethe discount. That
of course is very plain. For the term oftwo
years the interest on a million at 3% per
cent would be £70,000, which would leave
to the colony the sum of £860,000 ; but I
say for a Premier to go'to the money
market at 93 would be ruin. The hon.
member said a million at 101 at 4 per
cent.interest : that would give the Govern-
ment £1,010,000. Two years at 4 per
cent. would mean a deduction of £80,000,
which would leave’ the Government
£930,000 against £860,000. The member
for Central Murchison is very strong on
finance, but he would sacrifice the financial
position of the colony to the extent of
£70,000,

Mge. ILLiNeworTH : You areabsolutely
wrong.

Mr. DOHERTY : I am taking the
hon. member's figures, and I say that T
would rather chance the loan at 101 than
at 93.

MEe. VospER: Are you supporting or
opposing the Bill, which ?

M=z. GreorgE: The hon. member is
giving a lecture on finance, which you do
not understand.

Me. Vospek: I certainly do not.

Mr. DOHERTY: I should like to
give the hon. member a lecture on
Christian politeness. The member for
Geraldton (Mr. Robson) is the Columbus
of the party on the Opposition side.
He discovered two harbours, one of
which was Geraldton. This Captain
Cook of the party comes to the House
to tell us about our harbours. T have
really ounly taken up a few remarks
which have been made by hon. members
on the Opposition side, and I say I feel
prouder to-night than atany time since I
have been in Parliament, hecanse I heard
the member for Fremantle to-night say
that he was rising above ordinary poli-
tics. T rejoiced to-night when I heard
the hon. member say that. I do not
know what he means, but I am satisfied

" heis on a higher level thar we are. I

feel honoured, when we have representing
Fremantle a gentleman who will rise
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above ordinary politics. We have heard
to-day what we have always heard since
I have been in Parliament, a fear of the
country welivein. People who are either
‘Western Australians by birth or adoption
should believe in the destiny of this
country : surely we should not be afraid
to spend the small sum of three-quarters
of a million in a country which is turning

out a million of pounds worth of gold per.

month. Itis not asking hon. members
to do too much at the present time to
spend £750,000. If there was one argu-
ment against the railway policy being
extended, it was that which was used by
the member for North Coolgardie {Mr.
Gregory), and that hon. member com-
plained in the House very severely, and
criticised the Govermment, for charging
#£4 a ton to take goods to Menzies when
only a few years ago the charge was £70
or £80 a ton. The Government came
into the breach and built a railway, and
now the Government have brought upon
themselves the displeasure of the hon.
member for bhorrowing money to build
railways. :

Mr. GrEcorY: You fail to perceive
that what I complained about was the
differential rate.

Me. DOHERTY : There are no such
things as differential railway rates in this
country; there are only preferential rates.
That is a preference given to our own
colony. If the Government had mnot
opened up this country by railways,
would the country be so far advanced as
it is to-day ¥ Just complaints have been
made against the Railway Department;
but in a huge concern extending from
Perth to Menzies and from Perth to
Cue, it becomes a difficult task to manage
such a business. There has been some
criticism as to the amount of claimsg
made on the Railway Department, and
the Commissioner of Railways told us
the other night that £400 was the total
amount of claims paid in ome year. I
doubt this, because if that is the amount
it is the greatest record in the world.
Anyone who has had any experience of
railway management must kmow that it
i8 2 marvellous record for only £400 to
be paid in elaims in one year.

Mke. RoBsox : What about the claims
unpaid? -

Mr. DOHERTY: I do not know
whether there are any, but if there are

[ABSEMBLY.]
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they may be unjust claims: probably
they are. When we consider the fact
that only £400 was paid for claims in
one year, we have a right to be proud of
the railway administration of the country.
I am pleased that the sum of £70,000

. has been placed on this RBill for the

harbour works at Fremantle. I do not
rise above ordinary politics when I say
this, because it is to benefit my con-
stituents; and T am pleased to know that
my constituents are to be benefited. Not
only are my constituents benefited, but
the entire colony will be by the resulta
which will accrue when the harbour
works are completed. Then we shall have
the pleasing sight of the P. and Q.
steamers coming into the river. There-
fore we should not begrudge the sum of
£70,000, which will be repaid in a short
time by light and harbour dues through
the increased traffic in the harbour.

Me. Voseer: We shall have to pay
the Jews, instead of the dues paying us.

Mr. DOHERTY: The hon. member
(Mr. Vosper) tries to be fuony. I never
heard any wit from the hon. member:
the only wit that I know of is contained
in his “Vosper Times,” or his Sunday
Times. There is nothing but Vosper in
it.

M=. Vosper: Sweet are the uses of
advertisement.

Mr. DOHERTY : I lelieve the word
“Vosper” was used so frequently in
his newspaper on one occasion that the
printers had to cut the “ W’s " in half to
make “ V’s” of them.

Mg. VospEr: We willgive you a “ big
big D” next week.

M=. DOHERTY : I hope this House
will support this Bill with confidence.
The railway extensions that have been
carriel out in the past have been the
means of employing large numbers of
people. Take the CUollie milway, for
instance: that has been the means of
employing fully two thons&nmople. Tn
a few months another mine will open up
at Collie, and I believe that in a short
time ten thousand people will be employed
on the Collie coalfields.

MRr. GeoreE: The Government have
not the rolling-stock to carry the coal
away. )

M=z. DOHERTY: I am sorry they
have not; and as a conseguence the mines
have to be shut down for days. The
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Government, want more rolling-stock, but
the hon. member for the Murray (Mr.
George) in his speech was diametrically
opposed to this Ball.

Me. Georce: I will vote for £500,000
worth of rolling-stock, if a Bill is brought
in authonising that-expenditure.

Mr. DOHERTY: The Government
are only asking for £165,000 worth of
rolling-stock, and the hon. member offers
£500,000 worth, 1 hope this House will
gsupport the Government, even the mem-
bers of the Opposition, who I hope will
take heart of grace, consider this matter,
and seriously support the Bill. L

Mr. GREGORY (North Coelgardie) :
I would like to thank the hon, member
for North Fremantle (Mr. Doherty) for
the way in which he has enlightened me
on the financial position of the colony. T
can assure him that I thoroughly under-
stand ‘the financial position of this
country from the way in which he has
explained it, and I hope every other hon,
member has understood the explanation
of the finances by the member for North
Fremantle, becanse he put it so plainly,
much plainer than the member for Cen-
tral Murchison did.

Meg. Donerry: T did not touch upon
the financial position of the country.
Keep to the truth. :

Me. GREGORY: Aud much clearer
than the financial statement given to us
by the Premier in his Budget speech. In
speaking on the railway estimates a few
nightsago, I drew special attention to the
Government charging as low as £1 16s. 5d.
for the carriage of colonial wine, whereas
the carriage for South Australian and
other wines was £7 16s.
inequalities I spoke se strongly about.
I feel to-night in a very peculiar position,
representing as I do a district in which
the Government propose to extend the
railway from Menzies to Mount Malcolm,
and connected as I am with the Opposi-
tion, who have lately acquired much
strength and solidity, and have been able
to a great extent to keep the Govern-
ment in check. My position in the
House is one in which it is my duty to
do all I can to get rid of the present
Government as quickly as possible; and
I would be very pleased to hear the
Premier, in view of important questions
which have arisen lately, and the differ-
ences of opinion in regard to federation

(28 NovemsEr, 1899.]
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and other public matters, say to hon.
members, It iz time we had a dissolu-
tion: the (Glovernment are not represen-
tative of the people, because times have
changed, and baving been here three
years, we have outlived owr usefulness.”

M=r. Donerry: Speak for yourself.

Me. GREGORY: I speak for my-
self, and I helieve for a great many
others. We have been told we should
pass the second reading of the Bill, and
deal with the details in Committee, when
we can throw out such items as we think
are not desirable But I know the
division is going to be two to one in
favour of the Bill, and the Premier, with
his great personality and power in the
House, can induce the Committee to
agree to every line in the schedule.

Me. Hupsre: Not necessarily.

Mr. GREGORY: In the schedule
there are “sops” for eleven members,
withont having regard to public batieries
for the goldfields.

Tue Premier: The “sops™ are very
small.

Mr. GREGORY : Some are small and
some are large.

Mr. Rogson: Some members are very
cheap.

Mr. GREGORY : Still that is the way
in which divigions are obtained in favour
of the Guvernment. Some of the railways
enumerated in the schedule are justified,
but the Premier in his opening speech,
while telling us all about the Menzies and
Mount Maulcolm railway, left the other
proposed railways severely alone; and I
have not heard one argument advanced
by any Government supporter in favour,
for instance, of the Bonnie Vale lLine.

Mgz, James: You can see the argument
in favour of that line.

Tar Premier: What about the Leo-
nora line ?

Mr. GREGORY: I will tell the
Premier about the Leonora line directly.
I know the Bill will pass its second read-
ing, and in Committee I shall be able to
give the latest particnlars and induce
members to support the Leonora line.

Tue PreMier: You are like the mem-
bers for Fremantle: you think the
Government will carry the second reading
of the Bill for you.

Me. GREGORY: I am certain the
Government will carry the second reading
of the Bill, because I know how the
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division will go. The sum of £10,000 is
set down for Albany, and £40,000 for
Bunbury, The Premier informed the
public the other day that there were two
newspapers at Bunbury, both of which
supported him; and I should think the

ple of the district should support him
when £100,000 has been spent on the
breakwater, and it is proposed te spend
£40,000 more.

TeEe PrEMIER: How much has Leen
spent at Menzies ?

Me. GREGORY : The people on the
goldfields pay for the railways, as was
seen in the instance of the Coolgardie
line.

TEe PREMIER:
Menzies railway ?

Mr. GREGORY: The public to a
great extent, and they would have paid
a great deal more bad I not induced the
Cowmmissioner of Railways to insert a
special clause in the contract to prevent
the contractor making exorbitant charges
for the conveyance of goods. The Cool-
gardie line cost only £56,000 for 120
miles, and it is a disgrace that the people
should have been called on to pay ten
times more than the Gtovernment did to
the contractors. There onght to have heen
some arrangement to prevent the exor-
bitant charges made by the contractors
for the carriage of goods on that line
before it was taken over by the Govern.
ment.

Tae PreEmier: Tell us something
about the Leonora railway ? -

Mr. GREGORY : I know I am going
over old ground, but T feel justified in
doing so under the circumstances. The
first item in the proposed expenditure of
£750,000 is the Boulder railway extension
and duplication, and though the estimated
cost 18 £20,000, I have been assured that
the work will require over £50,000.

Tue PrEuizr: The £20,000 is only
for out-works, timber, and so on.

Me. GREGCORY : The Coolgardie to
Bonnie Vale railway is set down at
£10,000, but the engineer estimates the
cost at £20,000.

Tae Premier: This is the same thing
over and over

Who paid for the

m.
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agan.
Mg. GREGORY : I told the Premier

I would have to go over old ground.
For the Coolgardie- Norseman railway
£60,000 is set. down, but it is estimated

that the line will cost £290,000; while the
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Menzies to Mount Margaret railway is
put down at £60,000, though it will cost
£165,000. The total amount of the extras,
in regard to the cost of the proposed rail-
ways, comes to £407,000. Against that,
if 1 nnderstand the Minister correctly, the
rails and fastenings are for the new
railwaya, and £100,000 is put down in
the schedule for these, though, according
to the estimates of the engineer, they will
cost £168,000. But deducting £100,000
from the £407,000, leaves £307,000
additional money which these railways
will cost; and I do not see why the
Menzies and Mount Maleolm railway, the
Boulder extension, and the necessity ‘for
rolling-stock, should have to carry all
these other items.

TrE PrEMIER : What other items are
there ?

Mz. GREGORY : There are the Norse-
man, Bonnie Vale, and Goomalling rail-
ways, and the money it is proposed to
vote for Albany, Bunbury, Carnarvon,
and the Busselton wharf.

Tue PrEMiEr: These are very small
items.

Mr. GREGORY: They amount to
£154,000. .

Tre Premier : The harbour at Buesel-
ton is a very small item, and it is no use
the hon. member exaggerating.

Mr. GREGORY: The sum of
£307,000 extra will be required for rail-
ways and other works, and, if we pass
the Loan Bill, the Government will be
given authority to spend, according to my
figures, £1,857,000, although the sum has
been otherwise estimated at £1,500,000.
The Premier ought to have brought down
a Bill providing only for works abso-
lutely necessary. The Menzies to Mount
Malcolm railway, the Boulder exten-
sion, and the rolling-stock are necessary
items, which would involve an expenditure
of some £750,000; and if the Premier had
brought down a proposal to confine the
Bill to these works, no great objection
would have been made. But it is not
advisable to extend owr borrowing by
£1,500,000 when we are engaged in
carrying out the goldfields water scheme,
for which latter work £1,000,000 was
authorised in January, 1898, though I do
not believe any coucrete is as yet going
into the excavation., The Commissioner
of Railways has told us ouly £400,000
has been spent on this scheme, after all
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this waste of time, and I have been
assured by some of the engineers that
the reason the scheme hag been delayed
is that they could not get money from the
Governwent to go on with the work.

Tee PreMier: What delay do you
refer to ?

Mr. GREGORY: 1 have been told
that the engineers could not get money
to carry on the water scheme more expedi-
tiously.

THE PREMIER:
Who told you that?

Mr.GREGORY : I am not going to
give the name of my informant.

Tae PrEmier: Do you mean the
Government could not pay the contrac-
tors ?

M=r. GREGORY: T wasinformed that
the delay was due to the fact that the
Government could not supply the
engineers with money requisite to hwrry
on the work,

Tue PrEMIER: As Treasurer of the
colony, I have no knowledge of that fact.

Mr. GREGORY: I understand that
up to the present time only £400,000 has
been spent on the work. The author-
ised loans amount to £11,870,000, and the
Government have borrowed up to within
£450,000 or £500,000 of that authorisa-
tion on loans and Treasury bills.

Tae PrEMIEE: Someone just now said
it was £1,000,000. Take your figures
from the member for the Canuing (Mr.
Wilson). :

Me. GREGORY: You told us
last night the country had Dborrowed
£11,500,000.

Tree PrEMIER: No.

Mz, GREGORY : I understood the
Premier’s speech to be to that effect.

Tue PrEmier: Isaid we had borrowed
£10,500,000.

Mr. GREGORY: Then I must with-
draw, but I was under the impression that
all we had left of the loan authorisations
wasg some £500,000, and koowing we shall
require £2,000,000 more to complete the
water scheme, I think it is time to pause
and consider what greater powers of
expenditure we shall give the Government.
‘When we understand that the Bill means
power to spend £1,300,000 or £1,500,000
we should exercise great care; and if we
pass this Loan Bill it will be our duty to
afterwards vote further moneys to com-
plete the works.

Goodness gracious!

(28 NoveamBER, 1899.]
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Tag PreEmier: What about the Leo-
nora line ?

Mgr. GREGORY : The Leoncra railway
is carrying the other railways on its
back ; but I would like first to speak in
regard to Menzies. In Menzies there
has been no protest against the extension
of the railway; and with the great
development in the Mount Ida and
Mulline districts, where now 2,000 ounces
or 3,000 ounces of gold a month are
turned out, Menzies 13 bound to he a
good little town at all times.

Tue Premier: The output of gold is
due to the Government policy.

Me. GREGORY: Niagara, 33 miles
distant, which will be benefited Ly this
extension, is a most important distriet;
but the Premier, when giving the gold
returns fromn other places, omitted to
mention this promising field.  TLast
month 2,870 ounces of gold, I think, came
from Niagara, where there are some very
rich mines, including the Cosmopolitan
with 30 head of stampers, the Cumber-
land with 20 head, in all over 80 head in a
radius of six miles. There is a reservoir,
but whether the department will he able
to conserve the water there is a matter of
doubt, because, unfortunately, the veser-
voir is leaking very badly at present, and
I would much sooner the Government
did not want the water for the railways,
but would pump it into Menzies.

Tae PrEuMIER: Why not support the
Bill if you want the railway ?

Mr. GREGORY: I will tell the
Premier why 1 cannot see my way to
support the Bill. We are not in the
House to follow the dictation of the
Premier, and T am now discussing a
question which naterially affects my
district.

Tre PrEmIER : You are going against
your district.

Me. GREGORY : With reference to
the Malcolin district, which has also been
progressing rapidly of late, I am surprised
to think that the Premier, after all his
promises, and knowing that this field was
the first to give any impetus to the
Leonora district, has quietly shelved this
railway to Leonora and I think shelved
it very deliberately. Possibly the people
of Perth have not been able to notice the
reason. There have been land sales at

Mount Malcolm, and the quotations at
, one time for land in that district were
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hased all along upon the promise that
this railway was going on to Leonora ; but
somebody has got the tip, and now we
are given to understand that the railway
shall only extend to Mount Maleolm. This
railway, if carried ount at all, should go
through the Kookynie district: according
to the plan, it will miss a very large and
important district. When the railway
reaches Mount Maleolm it should also be
extended to Leonora, which is the premier
portion of the whole of the Mount
Malcolm goldfield, and I think deserves
some consideration. The Sons of Gwalia
mine has been turning out some 1,400
“ounces of gold a month, and there isa
large number of other mines in full work
at that place; and in addition to those,
further north there is the Mount George
district, in which there are several mines
ab work with batteries, and there isalso
the Diorite King district, in which there
are some 30 to 40 head of stamps. These
form important reasons why this railway
should be an extension from Menzies to
Leounora via Mount Maleolm, instead of
to Mount Malcolm only. Then to the
north and east of Mount Malcolm there
is 2 most important district. We have
the Merton Dale district, some 20 miles
north of Malcohn ; then there is the dis-
trictk of Murrin Murrin to the east ; the
Mount Morgan field is coming gradually
inlo prominence; and then there is the
Laverton district, also the Earlstoun and
the Mount Weld districts. The Laver-
ton district is going very soon to be most
important : miles and miles of country
will there be taken up, und I feel sure
that it is going to be one of the greatest
and most permanent fields in Western
Australia. Sixty miles north of Luverton
we come to Farlstoun, where stamps are
already at work; and I should not be
surprised if in time this field were found
to extend right up to Kimberley ; and I
protest in this House, when there is such
a necessity for this line, that an endeavour
should be made to get public money spent
on other works. I would appeal to the
Premier to withdraw this Loan Bill, and
to bring in a Bill for the purpose of con-
structing this railway to Leonora, and
also to provide for the necessary rolling-
stock. Nearly every member here will
vote for such a measure: I do not think

[ASSEMBLY.]

there is anyone who would vote against
the construction of that line; but I for |
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one do object to going into Committee
on this Bill. Anyhow, I will be loyal to-
my party on this question: no matter
what it costs me, I will stick to them ;
and I hope the day is not far distant
when some different puwer will be at
work, so that when a Bill of this kind is
brought forward it will not be a Bill
answering to the same description as that
we are at present considering. I hope hon.
members will try to induce the Premier
to reconsider this quegtion. We have
heard the expressions of opinion all
round in regard to these numerous rail-
ways and to the great expenditure which
this Bill will entail on the country; and
if the Premier would withdraw the Bill,
and bring in o Bill for the construction
of the Leonora railway and also for the
purchase of rolling-stock, T should be
tound here ready to give him my
support.

Mr. A. FORREST (West Kimberley) :
I do not intend to oceupy the time of the
House except for a brief period, in order
to reply generally {o the remarks of the

menber for North Coolgardie (Mr.
Gregory). I am sure the speech the
hon. member has addressed to this

House is one to which we listened with
great respect, because he has advocated
the larger items in this schedule—the
Menzies-Mount Malecolm railway, the
doplication of the line at the Boulder,
and the large sum required for roliing-
stock.

Mr. GgrEegory: Those items are
absolutely necessary.
Me. A. FORREST: All these are

matters in connection chiefly with the
district which the hon. member repre-
gsents. He calmly asks the Premier to
withdraw this Bill, and to amend if so
as to give him these three items, so that
our friends on the other side can vote
for the measure unanimously. I hope
the Premier will do no such thing.
There are many other important matters
in the schedule which require the gravest
congideration from this House: we must
look, not backward, but forward; and
I am sorry to hear from Opposition
members that they are afraid of a little
more debt for works urgeatly required
in this country. The last speaker said
nothing about works required at Albany,
Bunbury, Busselton, and Carnarvon. He
left those out altogother.
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Mr. GerGorY: I condemned them.

Mr. A. FORREST: Well, I am very
sorry for the hon. member if he does con-
demn them, because they are works as
urgently needed as the works he has
mentioned.

Me. Kivesmirs: They have no right
to be in a Loan Ball,

Me. A. FOEREST: Where would
you put them ?

Mz. Gre@orY: Pay for them out of
revenue.

M=r. FORREST : Where is the revenue
to come from ?

Mke. VospEr: Where has it gone to?

Me. A. FORREST: How can yvoy get
enough money out of revenue to complele
these works? There is not a single
item in the schedule which is mnot
required, and T hope the House will have
the good sense to agree to this schedule,
and more especially to one of the small
railways which the member for the
Murray——

Mx. Gregory: Bounie Vale.

Mr. A. FORREST : Oh! Do not pick
out the smallest item in the schedule:
pick out some of the big omes. The
member for the Murray (Mr. George)
asked where was the railway going to.
If he had taken the trouble to look at the
wap prepared by the Commissioner of
Crown lands, he would have seen thati
there is & large agricultural population in
that particular district—tillers of the
soil who are doing good to the country,
much more good than a great many
members of this House are doing, who
waste the time of the country by long
speeches.

Mr. GeoreE: Youarewrong. Thereis
no map prepared of the Bonnie Vale line.

Me. A. FORREST : I never mentioned
Bonunie Vale at all. You should have
listened to me.

Me. GeoreE: I thought you did.

Mr. A. FORREST: Am I speaking,
sit, or is the hon. member? I expect to
get as fair a hearing as the hon. member
doesin this House. The amount required
for this line is not much, especially when
we consider the value of the district which
this railway is going fo tap. I can
assure hon. members that they need not
be alarmed. This is a big country, a
growing country, and a progressing
country, and its people are progressive;
but T am sorry to find hon. members

(28 NoveEmsBER, 1899.]

Second reading. 261y

opposite trying to stop this colony's
onward march. T believe some of them
would like to see it go backward, and
that it is a great source of dissatisfaction
,to many of them when they find the
revenne keeping up instead of decreasing ;
for as long as the revenue keeps up and
inereases, hon. members opposite have as
much chance of being allowed to carryon
the government of this country as have
the South African Boers. I hope the
House will agree almost unanimously to
the second reading of this Bill. Discus-
sion can take place on the different items
in Committee, and it will then be for us
to say whether we can throw out any of
the items or not; but I say that the
whole of them, except perhaps one or two,
are urgently required for the benefit of
this country.

Mer. GeEorGE: That means there will
be no alteration.

Me. MORAN : I think I seconded the
amendment in this debate.

Tur Seeaxer: The hon.
cannot speak again.

Mer. MORAN: T merely wanted to
find out that. It has been ruled here
that this can Le done.

Tee Speiger: It may have been
ruled, but it has never been ruled by me.

Amendment (to postpone for six
months) put, and a division having been
called for by the mover (Mr. Leake), it
wax taken with the following result:—

membar

Ayes ... 13
Noes ... 26
Majority against ... 13
ATES, NoEgs.
Mr. George Hon. S. Burt
Mr, Gragory Mzr. Conuor
Mr. Holmes Mr. Conolly
Mr. Tllingworth Mr. Ewing
Mr. Jomes Sir John Forrest
Mr, Leake Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Moran My, Hall
Mr. Robson Mr. H T
Mr. Solomon Mr. Hig
Mr. Vosper Mr. Hubble
Mr, Wallace My, Lefroy
My, Wilson Mr. Locke
Mr. Kingsmill (Tollor). Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
Mr. Moorhead
Mr. Morgans
. Mr. Peonefather
Mr, Phillips
Mr. Piesse
Mr. inlan
Mr. oD
Mr.-Sholl
Mr. Throssell
Hon, H. W, Venn
My, Wood
Mr. Doherty (Teller).

Amendmnent thus negatived.
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POINT OF ORDER.

Mz, MORAN: Irise again to a point
of order, and ask for another ruling.
Baving seconded the wmotion for the
second reading of this Bill, am I entitled
to speak now on the original question of
the second reading ?

Tae Speaxer : No: not at this time.

Mr. MORAN: Not on the original
motion ?

THE SPEAXER: No; notnow. A divi-
sion has just been taken on the question.

Mr. MORAN : But I think the original
question is now before us.

Tere SrEARER: Oh, no.

Me. MORAN : But, sir, I never spoke
on the second reading of the Bill. I
seconded the amendment.

Tae SPEAKER: A wmewmber who
seconds an amendment cannot speak on
the original question again. Neither the
person who proposes nor the person who
seconds can again speak on the original
question.

QUESTION.

Question (that the Bill Le now read a
second time) put, and passed on the
voices.

. Bill read a second time; also, the con-
sideration in Commitiee made an order
for the next day.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-30 o’clock
until the next day.

[COTUNCIL. ]

Subiaco Trammways Bill,

Fegislatibe Eounril,
Wednesday, 29th November, 1899,

Papers preseuted - - Subinco Trmways Bill, second
reading, in Committee Constitution Acts Amend-
ment Bill, recommittal, reported — Petition of
Federal Loague, motion to approve (words struck
out)i; smendment moved {ndjourned)-—Adjourn-
ment,

Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PravERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Couoniar SecrETarY: I,
Annual Report of Government Store-
keeper, 1899. 2, Amendment of Sched-
ules 11 and 22 to regulations and.
monthly return, under Goldfields Act.

Ordered to lie on the table.

SUBIACO TRAMWAYS BILL.
SECOND READING,

Trae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) m moving the second read-
ing, said: This Bill has been introduced
in consequence of an arrangement having
been entered into between the Subiaco
Municipal Council and the Tramway
Company. I have satisfied myself that
the Subiaco Council are entirely in accord
with the Bill. This tramline will traverse
Broome Road, which is the continuation
of Hay Street, and Rokeby Road, which
crosses and goes down by the railway
line; the line then proceeding along
Hammersley Road to the gates of Perth
Park. This arvangement is desired by
the Municipal Council in the interests of
Subiaco, and by the Tramway Company
in the interests of that company. I
believe it will be a most desirable line,
although it will affect prejudicially the
omnibuses which are now running along
that road; but the omnibuses will no
doubt find some other sphere for their
operations. I believe the Bill will secure
the approval of the House, therefore I
need. say no more than move the second
reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.



